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Fictions to pleaſe, ſhould wear the face of truth, _ | Sy 
Rose | 
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PEAR MADAM, 


—— * 


IN preſuming to throw myſelf 


upon your protection, I only 
call forth your benevolence, to 
which ſurel y Thave a claim; for \ 
at the time the following ſheets 
were preparing 'for the preſs, 

had cheriſhed a pleaſing idea, to 
which you were no ſtranger when 
you ſo deeply felt a calamity, not 
_ dingly deplored, in my uncle, the 
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DE DIC ATI ON. 
everend Dr. Fordyce's deat 

His piety, virtues, 

converſation, were not held in 
higher reſpect, and eſteem, than 
his memory is revered; and in 
wWhoſe writings there ſurely was 
a magic , it diſperſing 
inſtruction, and delight, in the 
feeteſt, the moſt eloquent form. 
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To whom then, ſo properly, c can 
1 conſign the friendleſs orphan of 
this tale, as to YOU, Madam? to 
whom I offer no panegyric ; be- 
cauſe your accompliſhments need 
not i its aſſiſtance, and your. mind 

is ſuperior to its influence. 22 BY 
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On the candour of e World 
J venture. If happy 3 TS 
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PEDICATION. 
eſs its approbation, it will be 
.owing, I truſt, to having followed 
Nature's model in forming cha- 
racters, which, however faulty, 
are not impoſſible ; nor which 
| ;foar beyond human perfection. 


| 
' DEAR MADAM, 


= 


with much reſpect, | 
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Jour affectionate, 


and obliged Niece, 


- 


ELIZABETH ISABELLA SPENCE, in 


„ January 3799 


«S#: ins M6 
56.3459 ON 
R 
E 


„ C 7-44 


» 


A ge oe +» 


> 


3 > 


5 297 eee e 30 l 
Rs. SINCLAIR was. © 
furviving branch of a large ſamily. . = 
| Ihe union of the Colonel with N 5 
eighteen years ſince, ſecond ſon of a 5 
Scottiſh nobleman, had excited a Pre- 
judice againſt him, as fixed, as it —— 
Proved unhappy; and all interecurſsm 
9 ceaſed between himſelf, and E 
| wat for many years. 4 — — 1 
| + The felicity the enjoyed from te 
ok "is of her marriage, until that of (o 24 
81 lonel Sinclair's death, was little indeed RE 7 
| 3 by this eircumſtance; - __ Fi . 
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2 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
-uniformly delicate and tender .was the 
conduct ſhe ever experienced from 
him. But it was now ſhe keenly felt 
the painful influence of rooted diſ- 
cord, extended ſhe was afraid for ever, 
towards her only child; for whoſe ſake 
ſhe wiſhed to live; for whom alone ſhe 
was afraid to die. 

A lingering illneſs, which gradually 
ſtole upon her, ſhe was convinced 
would ſoon terminate her life; and 
ſhe muſt leave her daughter at that 
dangerous age, when ſhe muſt take 
an active part on the great theatre 
of the world; which, wholly a Kranger 
to, ſhe muſt tread unpitied and un- 
known. HELEx | SINCLAIR Was quite 
ignorant of the World. Her mind. her 
manners, had been-faſhioned by nature 
only, and that, in its ſimpleſt form. 


1 N Lu: + i ; = 
mits of their cottage fields, or in the 
neighbouring town, in whoſe ſociety 
ſhe was not ſuffered to mingle. 


Mr. Sinclair, early in life, 'etitere4 1 
into the army; and, when a very _ .. 
young man, was promoted to the rank 85 M0 
of Colonel. While ſtationed in ons 
of the weſtern towns of England, e 
met with the daughter of a Clergyman, —_ 7 
of the name of Delmè, whom he ad. 

' mired, loved, and married. Without 3 
any parent to conſult, he To offended _ £ 12 5 = x! 
his elder brother, Lord Montootery, © Be 3 | 

that, diſdaining any advances towards 2 — 


a reconciliation, died, when they So — 0 


were at the greateſt variance with. i ; 
each other. 8 gn > Ra 5 5 
Mrs. Sinclair's habitation ſtood Oh. - 2 = {2 
the chearful banks of the river Tay: = £7 ad 
it was a little paternal eſtate belongs 2 2 
ing to her huſband; and thither they”. = 
. 5 8 5 * 3 had 2 fo” 
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4 HE LES SINCLAIR: 


"had; fetired on their union. - Mis 
Delmè brought him no fortune; the 


W 


Colonel's pay was their only ſupport, 


and that proved a ſlender proviſion. 


The accommodation at Roſsberry 


conſiſted merely of a neat parlour on 


- the lower ſtory, the windows of which, 
falling to the ground, opened by a 


glaſs door to a ſmall lawn, ſkirted 


with evergreens, mingled with flower- 


ing ſhrubs; while beyond it the banks 
were ſeen glowing with yellow brooms, 
and were waſhed by the Tay, which 
. Fmoothly wound among them. To 


_-Sheright of the parlour was the ſtudy; 


with the kitchen and ſtore - rooms. 
Above ſtairs, Mrs. Sinclair's chamber; 
and adjoining to it, her daughter 85 
Which commanded to the north a 


diſtant view of the town of Peat. 25 
Jo the back enormous hills were ſeenn, 
covered 
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dark woods of elms, larches, and yews, 


by the rich glow of purple hether, 
growing in beautiful cluſters amd the 


except two or three hundred pounds, 
was all her fortune; and the anxiety her 
mother experienced at the ſmallneſs of 
it, determined her, ſpite of the repug- 
nance ſhe felt, to apply to Lord Mont- 
gomery for protection to her girl. If 
that failed, every hope ſunk with the 
effort; yet, ere ſhe wrote, ſherequeſted Ne 


| Rate of her health, and of the length : 


Madam, (replied Dr. Gordon to Ber 3 
wn * | 
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ſheltered from the eaſtern winds, grew 


whoſe deepened ſhades were enlivened 


dingy green of the mountains. 
This ſpot devolved to Helen; but, 


if 
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her phyſician to aſſure her of the true 
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of time it was probable ſhe in might | 2 
live. 1 do not abſolutely deſpair} 
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6 HELEN SINCLAIR: 


queſtion). of your recovery, I think. 
a, ſhort: journey would do you good. 


Suppoſe, as it is the ſeaſon, you were 
to go and drink the goats whey at. 
Dunkeld; a change of air often effects 
what medicine cannot do.” 

« Alas, Sir,” returned ſhe, 00 aches d 


will be of avail, yet I will go. It is a 


duty I owe.my child. To Providence 
I leave the decifion, for I an ſure he 


will prote& my orphan girl.” 


The next day Mrs. S in- 
formed Helen of the propoſed jour- 
ney, fixed for the ſuccee 


ing one, and 
ſhe was told to prepare for it with- 


out delay. Tears filled the eyes of 
Helen. You are worſe, my dear 
8 mamma, ſaid ſhe mournfully, © than 


1 eyer thought you. I have been 


— cruelly deceived ; Dr. Gordon would. 
LE. not de as he has done, if u 


* 


did not conſider this the laſt AZ 


medy.“ 


« My love,” replied hier buht, 
with a countenance of the deepeſt | 
ſorrow, „you have always been too 
ſanguine. I have ceaſed till now” 


to tell you ſo, becauſe I could not 5 4 


anticipation. 


at an end, it were cruel not to unde-" 
ceive you. For the laſt ſix years of 
my life have I ever been well 1 Pa- 
tiently, tenderly, have you borne witk 
me; and ſhould you not rather re- 
joice, my child, at my future (I truſt. 2 
I may ſay) happy proſpect, than ſe: 
me linger here in a painful exiſtence, EE = : 
which would have been 4 bur then 


but for you. 


render age of childlibod your e, 2H 
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pain your gentle mind z—affliction 2 
comes ſufficiently heavy without the . 


Yet now every hope is 


I leave you not ab the 5 - 
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is formed into reaſon and reſſection, 
and your reliance I hope is in Gop/!” 1 
This was not a ſpeech to compoſe 
e who would have ſobbed alot 
had ſhe not retired to her own room; 
where flinging herſelf on a chair, ſbe 
wept for ſometime without interrup- 
tion. All the miſery of her ſituation 
appeared before her. From infancy 
ſhe had known, no other parent, no- 
other home. In this abode was cen- 


ter'd all her happineſs; > beyond it not 

5a wiſh had ſtrayed. The books on a. 
ſbelf beſide her they had read toge-: 
ther, it ſtruck her they would read no. 
more. The piano forte, to uhich ſo 
- en: her mother had liſtened with. 


[ . 


5 would reach her ear 0. 

The paternal ſmile, the ten- 
= = 3 the woods, the vales, 
tbe hills, where in ſweeteſt converſe 


they had walked: bart, F all all to 
her would be no more !— 
(exclaimed- ſhe, wiping . the? tears 
away), deſerted by my natural af 
ſhall remain a p 
this wide earth, thats. one e per 
cares what becomes of me. x: 
Such were the reflections. of Teles 
till ſhe ſtept into the chaiſe the next 
day with her mother, attended by an 
old female ſervant. who had lived with 
them ſeveral years. It was a beau- 


tiful morning in the end of July... 

All nature ſeemed to ſmile upon 

them : the diſtant notes of the cuckoo 

were heard at intervals, between the 

ſofter warbling of the thruſn 

blackbird. Mrs, Sinclair felt her ff 

rits renovate. Helen delighted to ſeg g 
her mother better, was more cheer al 1 —— | 
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1% HELEN SINCLAIR: . ' 
ſcenery that: on all ſides preſented it- 
ſelf, and it became the theme of their 
. converſation. The entrance into the 
highlands they found awefully fub-: 
lime: ſteep craggs, mingled with 
naked mountains, were ſeen in ſome 
parts, while in others they were en- 
riched by hanging woods, whoſe fal- 
ling ſhadows threw-a darkened gloom 
on the Tay, flowing with great ra- 
pidity beneath them. On approach- 
ing the little town of Dunkeld, the 
way became narrower, till at length 
only ſpace enough was left for the 
carriage betwixt the road and river, 
now creeping between hills entirely 
covered with trees of all deſcriptions. 
In this beautiful vale, ſeated beneath 
ſurrounding mountains, live in tran- 
quillity the fimple inhabitants of the 
rural village of Dunkeld. No houſes 
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of nate were diftingniidhable, except = 
the Duke of , famous for its cul 5 . 


| tivated and extenſive gardens, that 
ſweeping along the river banks, form! + 

a pictureſque view in the MEI 
landſcape. 

Mrs. Sinclair Abet after hail. 
Gila at a neat lodging Dr. Gordon 
had: prepared for her. The front 
windows looked towards the moving 
ſcene of a cheerful village; the back 
ones over verdant meadows, beyond: 
which, far ſtretched in the cloudleſs 
firmament, blended with. the moun- \ 
tains, could be diſtinguiſhed the far- 
famed woods of Birnam, with Dunſi- 5 
nane. Their accommodation prove — 
indifferent, it was however clean, act 
the woodbine which crept round the _ 


lattice threw a reviving fragrance 1 into 
ny ber. | - I . obo 2 3 : 
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CSI PAP IE TING 
4 n 


8 . 2 The goats whey was ani" : 
7 drank by Mrs. Sinclair, who if ſhe: 
: = = -— not benefit from it, found 
Fs berſelf no worſe. The retirement in 
which they lived gave Helen leiſure 
to explore the alpine ſcenery. of Scot- 
land. She loved to wander by moon- 
light, amid the ſhades the woods af-' 
. . ede; and if ſhe met not with all 
the courteſy of Engliſh manners, 
5 there was an honeſt bluntneſs in the 
highlanders that pleaſed her extremely, | 
and ſhe felt a national enen for 
her own countrymen. n of 
A4 temporary tranquillity "UTE to 
bee reſtored, during the firſt fortnight 
they ſpent at Dunkeld. Mrs. Sin- 0 
= Clair could venture as far as the gar⸗ 7 
den, and partake of that repoſe whiche : 
breathed around. When the». ſun 
was in its meridian, a neat ſummers | 


A NO VE IL. 2 
houſe overhung with ivy yielded Mrs. 
Sinclair an hour's recreation, for ſhe 
ventured to ſit while Helen played 
on her guitar or read to her, and 
ſeemed to be revived for a while by 
the fragrant breath of ſummer. 
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Wbt the middle of obi the 
weather changed to perpetual and 
heavy rains. The houſe was damp 
which they inhabited, and Mrs. Sin- 
clair each day grew ſo much worſe, * 
that, afraid of dying e'er ſhe ache! | 
home, ſhe prepared for her 1 7 
without delay. Helen beheld the 
ſudden change in her mother with a 
heavy heart; and when they arrived 

at Roſsberry, Dr. Gordon ſcemed ſo 
ſhocked at the alteration he Perceiv- 
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HELEN SINCLAIR: 


, that in a moment Helen diſcover- 1 — 1 
"Dag ed what he thought. ; 
Mrs. Sinclair, now convinced ſhe 4 
ci.ould not live, ſaid to the doctor 4 
. : S IF ben they were alone, <1 have, my 
= . good friend, obeyed you; but I am 
= 2 ſenſible I cannot recover.“ 
II did not ſay fo, madam.” 
True; yet 1 read it in your face. 


PWWell, I am reſigned to the will of 
= God. And how long do you ima- 


= gine (added ſhe, with a voice of firm- 
3 5 neſs) I may live. I ſhall conſider it 
. _ unfriendly to deceive me, do tell me, 
BE thn” e 


* 


Ptʃeerhaps a —— a — month; 


Amen longer: , MN: 
= “Thank you, Sir; I am ſatisfied. : 
En. - I thank you alſo for your kind con- 
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clair, and retired to the window to 
conceal what he felt. 

Mrs. Sinclair determined now with- 
out delay to write to Lord Montgo- 
mery. In winter he reſided in Lon- 
don, in ſummer at Caſtle Sinclair; 
to the latter ſhe would addreſs him. 
Of his eharacter ſhe had only a gene- 
ral knowledge, but that knowledge 
was not ccompanied by any favour- 
able impreſſion. She knew alſo he 
was married, and had a family; and 
as the father of that family, the bro- 
ther of her huſband, ſhe would apply \ 
for protection to her daughter, con- Tg 
ſidering it a duty ſhe owed her. Win; N 
a feeble hand therefore ſhe ſat down, 
and wrote as follows: 


TO THE EARL OF MONTGOMERY. 


'y * 


My Lon p, 

WITRHOVr doubt you will be ſur- 
902270 at the temerity of this addreſs, 
When I take che liberty of reminding 
you, ere many days, perhaps hours, 
are elapſed, you will have an orphan 
niece, who has a juſt claim to your 
humanity and affection. What diſ- 
Pleaſure you formerly ſelt, will ſurely 
die away, when the author of it fleeps 
beneath the boſom of that earth, whit 
ther ſhe is haſtening. 

- You, my Lord, tl — : 
allow then the feelings' of a parent, to 
dictate what you ought to do, and per- 
mit not a young woman allied to you 
by the ties of kindred connection, to 
dank into that obſcurity, Which, with- 
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out your countenance, ſhe —— 
" muſtide.! :::: eee PE DTSSGLY 

Oh! extend then your. kind: to 
guide, to receive to your boſom the 
daughter of a once beloved brother, 
who would have cheriſhed a child of 
yours. OO 151 

1 have the honour to be, 

Your Lon bskir's 
Moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Roſsberry, . SINCLATR. 
Sept. iſt, — EES: 10 + aL 23 


In the courſe of poſt, an anſwer was: 
brought Mrs. Sinclair; which ran 
thus: 


ro MRS. SINCLAIR, 
Mallet Caſtle Sinclair, Sept. 3d. 
Tux contents of your very extraor- 


- ro letter Buren me much. 0 1 5 


— 


216 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
muſt be: pardoned for declining the 
charge with which you wiſh to favour 
me. The claims of my own family 
I find a ſufficient duty to fulfil, with- 
out the addition of any other. | 
27J remain, with wiſhes for your bet 
ter health, 


Mar A u, 
Your ahedicat humble 8 


MonTGoMERY. 


This cold unfeeling addreſs of Lord 
Montgomery's alone was wanting to 
terminate the days of Mrs. Sinclair. 
The blow was deciſive ; but ſhe care - 
fully concealed the anguiſh of her 
mind from Helen, who watched every 
turn of her palid countenance ; and 
now, wholly confined to her chamber, 
every hour expected diſſolution. He- 
Jen, ſtruggling under the pain of af- 


. 


. fected 1 280 the found Rs 
mother worſe than ſhe had ſeen; her, 
burſt into an agony of tears. | 
Lou muſt not weep, my dear 
girl,” ſaid Mrs. Sinclair, indeed 


you muſt not. It hurts me more 


than I can expreſs. It aſſures me of 
the affectionate tenderneſs of your 


heart; but ſuch want of fortitude 


will weaken your underſtanding, and 
unfit you for the future trials of life; 
Had it been permitted me to have 
left you leſs friendleſs, I had been 
more content; but be convinced, my 
gear, you will not be allowed to 3 
Bere without ſome happineſs 1 in pur- 
ſuit; ſome tie to render life deſira- 
ble; ſome friend to ſooth the rugged 
way, and ſome one period of aur 
lives is not exempt from enjoyment. 
Much of it reſts in our own wean. 
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26% HELEN {SINCLAIR: 
if we only allow great events to affect 
Asz; to repine at trifles, is merely for 
*  lliberal diſcontented minds; and 
many of the leſſer evils of life, which 
we magnify to actual ſorrows, are 
cCC“ereated by ourſelves.Roſsberry, 
=. continued ſhe, after a pauſe, © be- 
== comes yours. Live here, till with 
= propriety you can remove. Mrs. 
. | Clarke will not leave wh and 
E 7 == though I by no means would have 
1 choſen a life of ſecluſion for you, yet 
3 = = - . far better, my Helen, than enter- 
= ing. a world, which, though the en- 
_— thuſiaſm of youth pictures it in the 
3 „ "iy moſt enchanting colours, you'll find, 
— when uſherediinto it a ſtranger and 
; MW © friendlefs, a deceitful colouring, a- 
1 bounding with diſappointments. No 
child ought to ſupport the family 
19 885 of their Nene if it can be 
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A NO M ni 8 
done away; and ſhould your uncle 
wiſh you to quit this retirement, it 
is my deſire you obey : if on 
Here Mrs. Sinclair, exhauſted, © Mi 
broke off; her head ſunk on the 1 1 
arm of her daughter, who vainly en- 14 
deavoured tœreſtore that life, which 
was fled for ever! and that voice, 
which ſo lately bad ſpoke in ac: 
cents of kindneſs, was to greet r 
no more! 1127 
Mrs. Clarke, an old Cr 83 
who had reſided with Mrs. Sinclair 
many years, ſtrove to prevail on the 
young lady, to -quit the chamber; 
which no effort could do, till the hus 
mane Dr. Gordon, with much tender- 
_ led her away, ſhe was forced to 


Thie blank this day had made iy" RD 
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„ HEEEN SINCE AI 
the life of Helen could never more 


be filled; and when ſhe looked 
around the Parlour, vacant and ſilent 
as the chamber ſhe had quitted, a 
convulſive ſigh broke from her boſom, 
and a look of ſtupefaction was blend- 


ed in a countenance the emblem of 


woe. 5 | | 
The doctor, greatly ſhocked, began 


to addreſs her in accents of kindneſs. 
=D His words brought back thoſe tears 


which had ceaſed to flow, and ſhe 


wept for ſoine time without intermiſ- 
ſion. It was impoſſible not to be inte- 


reſted in ſo beautiful a young woman. 
Helen indeed was to be pifged, but 
Dr. Gordon knew. not to what ex- 


tent; ignorant as he was of her : 
_ being left in a world, where not a 
fingle individual cared for her. The 
_ obſcurity her family had lived in dic 
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not preclude friends; and 2 
nately, in the well- meant zeal of his 
heart, he ſaid, 4.086 
4 Tt is not proper, my 3 Miß 
Sinclair, you ſhould be here alone. 
Allow me to write to ſome of your 
relations; they will 9 come to 
youd? 25555: - 

« You, know not, my good FI 
what you aſk. Alas! I have none to 
ſend to; you behold me a ſolitary 
being on this wide earth“ 

The doctor, not leſs affected 3 
grieved, replied, We don't Know, 
my ſweet young lady, the friends we 
poſſeſs till they are put to the teſt. 

Lou carry a letter of recommendation 
in your countenance, that will be a 
favourable introduction to all. It is 
not, as I faid a few minutes ago, pro- 
5 an ſhould be alone, neither _ 
OS would 
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KY HELEN, SINCLAIR: 


would F oppreſs you by the ſociety of 
ſtrangers; but in a few days you'll 
allow me to bring my daughter Jefly ; -. 
ſhe is a good girl, and will perhaps 
relieve your thou ghts from {adder 
* | 111 = 
Grateful and pleaſed the; fo kind: a 
re Helen felt tlie extent of it, 
and, with much ſweetneſs, returned, 
< I am truly ſenſible, Sir, of your 
goodneſs. When able to ſee Miſs 
Gordon with that compoſure I can- 
mot yet acquire, ſhall conſider her ſo- 
ien a favour.” „ 
Dr. Gordon, after . an 
” Jour with her, left her more ſerene, 
Add took leave for the evening - Mrs. 
„Clark offered to ſit with Helen, but 12 
7 1 ſhe. choſe to be alone, and remained 
> oft of the night in the chamber of 
ker mother 5 till e by Wo 
3 3 any 
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and depreſſion ſhe retired to bed, 
where ſhe ſpent the hours in weeping. 
The ſucceeding morning ſhe attempt- 
ed to riſe in vain. | A giddineſs ſeized 
her head, and ſuch a degree of lan- 
guor hung about her as ; alarmed- the 
doctor extremely. Quilt, however, 
and a good conſtitution Teſtored-her, 
and on the following Monday ſhe was 
eee on to admit Miſs Gordon. 
Tbe third day after her mother ns: 
a her remains were attended b7 
a fe neighbouring gentlemen to the I 
: church-yard of Perth, where Dr. Gor- ( 
don followed as chief mourner, and \ : 
his concern was manifeſt in his coun- 
tenance; for during a long intimacy 
with the family as their phyſician, he 
had learnt to reſpect and eſteem the 
_ virtues. be knew them ra 


6 100 r R y 1 
F 


9 * * 


— 


3 e ot a norton 

e e 
e 
rr 4467. wad 
e 


$34 HEILEN. SINCLAIR: 
would J oppreſs you by the ſociety of 
ſtrangers ; but in a few days youll 
I allow me to bring my daughter Jeſſy; 
= mne is a good girl, and will perhaps 
3 8 relieve your thoughts from ſadder 
I ns” . N 
Grateful and pleaſed the: ſo TOY a 
pol Helen felt the extent of it, 
and, with much ſweetneſs, returned, 
« ] am truly ſenſible, Sir, of your 
1 goodneſs. When able to ſee Miſs 
=. -  - Gordon with that compoſure I can- 
* not yet acquire, ſhall conſider her ſo- 
3 | — a favour.” 
Dr. Gordon, after vemaining. an 
A 3 . yy er with her, left her more ſerene, 
1 And took leave for the evening. Mrs. 
= _ Clark offered to fit with Helen, but 
3 be. >.choſe to be alone, and remained 
= ; A hoft of the night in the chamber of 
N 1 E mother ;, till e by pes 
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and e ſhe retired to bed, 
where ſhe ſpent the hours in weeping. 7 

The ſucceeding morning ſhe attempt- i 
ed to riſe in vain. A giddineſs ſeized 
her head, and ſuch a degree of lan- 
guor hung about her as ; alarmed-the 
doctor extremely. Quiet, however, 
and a good conſtitution Teſtored- her, 
and on the following Monday ſhe was 
een gs on to admit Miſs Gordon. 
The third day after her mother's 
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| 8 her remains were attended by 
a few neighbouring gentlemen to'the . 4 
cChurch- yard of Perth, where Dr. Gor- | \ — 
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don followed as chief mourner, and 
his concern was manifeſt i in his coun- 
tenance; for during a long intimaey 
with the family as their phyſician, he 
had learnt to reſpect and eſteem the 
many virtues he knew them poſſeſſect 
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Ds. Gordon was a man of reſpecta- 


bility in the town of Perth. Tho' 
not more than forty, he had by ſkill 
and humanity, acquired a genteel in- 


I many years, his family confiſted of 
— only Jeſſy, a girl of ſeventeen, who 


tion had been a common one, and her 


reading was chiefly confined to a cir- 


crew her opinion of life and manners. 
- = - The gaiety of London which ſhe had 


een by no means to advantage, had |} 
--  --notwithſtanding intoxicated her mind, 


PR) 


5 * — 
N 


8 
* 
© + © 1 g 5 
Gs 3 a. 
8 N. $ 
i 
0 
— 
* 


13 
* * DF a3 6+ + 
* D * ww * 
« KC. B 332 
n 


2 
wa. 


9 
3 
2 * 


N 
4 ENS 
Wn . 
4 X N . \ 
8 OG 
+4 : 
, & 
* 
I 
% 
* 
* 


* 
* 
FS 
8 8 
©. SIX 
12 £ * 
5 
* 


come in his profeſſion. A widower 


— having lately returned from England 
8 I. did not know Helen. 

Miſs Gordon had not moved out 
> of the middle walk of life; her educa- 
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and given her an air of faſhionable 
ſmartneſs in perſon, which perhaps 
ſhe could not elſe have acquired. 
She was good tempered, obliging, 
ſang tolerably, and talked more to 
diſplay the accent ſne had picked 
up, than from any brilliancy of un- 
derſtanding: but ſhe was en 
ſtiled a pleaſant girl. Wo 

Such was the perſon who offered 
herſelf as the companion of Helen, 
who, afraid of hurting the well-meant 


kindneſs of her friends, compelled | 5 


herſelf to receive Miſs Gordon for a 
few days; irkſome as all ſociety prov- 
ed, and unfit as ſhe was for it. But 
to viſit the walks of her earlieſt plea - 
ſures, rendered more dear, more ſaered 
than ever, was a melancholy ſatisfac- 

tion ſhe muſt enjoy alone, when in 
1 gioomy ſadneſs ſhe would recollect, 
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2 HELEN'/SINCLAIR: | 

ch. things were, and were moſt lov- 
ed; and by the ſhades of the falling 
twilight ſhe ſtole into the garden, 
where the ſoothing ſtilneſs that per- 

Vvaded ſeemed to lull her mind to 


. forced tranquillity ſhe obliged * 
ſelf to wear to receive her viſitors. 
| A little before fix o'clock they were 


announced. Helen aroſe to meet 
them, while her dark blue eyes, full 
uor and forrow, were half raif- 
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80 with a mixt ure of ſweetneſs to bid 


em welcome. The long robes of 
Black bombazeen {et off to advantage 
the dazzling whiteneſs of her fkin, al- 
- moſt entirely hid beneath a large cap, 
m which however a few treſſes of 


ber auburn hair had eſcaped, and fell 


* 


F 


negligently over her boſom and fore- 
head. The preſence of a ſtranger 5 
tated her much, and it was not till 
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for it.“ 
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* beheld the eyes of Miſs 3 
fixed on her with ſolicitude ſhe: ac- 
quired compoſure to tax. 


« You will pardon me, mne 
I hope. I am bad company; 1 


ought not to have eneroached on 
your goodneſs, till better able to > avail 
As of: this four... 5a, 
I beg you won't ſpeak of I; 
Maſs,” returned Jeſſy. Papa told = 
me of your loſs; I am very ſorry | g 


This reply, inſtead of palliatin t 
anguiſh/'of Helen, only produc 
ſhower of tears; and told 
ſympathy, except from kindred mit 
was hardly to be wiſhed for. The 
evening was ſpent without converſa- 
tion, and ſhe was glad to be wats - 
from it at an early hour; When hat. 
ng thewn Miſs Gordon to her 2 5 
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3% HELEN SINCLAIR: 


ber, ſhe devoted the rectmibllabece: it 
to a ſolitary ramble in tlie garden. 
It was a fine ſtar- light night, towards 
the end of September. The moon 
ſhone with a ſteady brilliancy, re- 
flecting the long ſhadows of the 


mountains on the furface of the wa- 


ter, of which ſhe commanded a full 5 
view. The diſtant lights of the town 


of Perth were here and there viſible; 


and the ſteeple of the church ſhe 
could diſcern riſing above the level 


of the houſes. She heaved a ſigh to 


the memory of a parent, the ſubje& 
of all her thoughts; and it was long 


alter the inhabitants of her little man- 


ſion ſunk into repoſe, ere he became | 


""@ er of it. 


In the morning ſhe ku 1 
= better than ſhe had been for 
_ days paſt.” oe ſociety of Miß | 


became leſs irkſome; for 


. there i is a ſolicitude to oblige, 


a generous heart cannot feel ungrate- 
ful. Her converſation turned on the 


gaiety of London, the novelty of 
which afforded a temporary forgets 


fulneſs. Dr. Gordon came every day, 


till at length Helen became ſo accuſ< 
tomed to it, ſhe was diſappointed if 
he was prevented. The benevolence . 


of his mind was awakened far beyong 
the common feelings of humanity; 
He was not in love with Helen; but 
her intereſt, her happineſs was ſo dear 
to him, it ſeemed to form almoſt 
a Part of his exiſtence. He was 
charmed with the clearneſs of her 
underſtanding, the elegance of her 
mind, and, above all, that intereſt of 
. countenance, which, without the d. 
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5 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
Ale of beauty, ſinks are into the 
heart. 7 


* 


His PULP though! qu Fe 
moured, was too giddy to partake of 
the feelings of Helen. She pitied her 
it was true, but did not regret when 
the time of her viſit was expired; for 


the quiet of Roſsberry was wonder- 


fully tedious; and though ſhe liked 
Helen vaſtly, ſne took leave of her 
with the utmoſt ſang ſroid; yet at 


the ſame time pronuſed- to come 


often. 
Again entirely alone, the next, and 


many ſucceeding days, were ſpent in 


that torpid ſtate, which, without ſhut- 
ting out recollection, renders life joy⸗ 


leſs and inſipid; and ſhe had ſunk 


into perfect apathy, if a little event 


had not occurred, which, though it, 


ten 


excited act her inceſt, rouſed her | 


attention. 


Accuſtomed to 1 W feat 
or interruption towards a ſummet 


houſe ſhe was uſed to frequent, ſeated 
on the margin of the river, the foft 
tone of her guittar had one afternoon 


fo beguiled the hours, the ſhades of 


evening had deadened every ſurround- 
ing object, ere ſhe was aware of fall- 
ing twilight, till reminded of it by 


the ſound of footſteps. Haſtily riſing, 


ſhe wound along a path, Which af. 


| forded her an indiſtinet view ef 4 
perſon, who ſeemed in regimentas 
Terrified to be ſo late from home, 


ſhe quickened her pace; a ſhowef 

had fallen, the road proved flippery, 
and ſhe came down with all her force 
on the ſide of the bank ſhe was de- 


ſcending.. Before ſhe had power to 
vor. 1 a : riſe, 
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34 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
riſe, the ſtranger advanced; and while 
he offered his aſſiſtance raiſed her 


from the ground, requeſting her to 
take his arm. Helen recovering her- 
ſelf, made an apology for the trouble 
ſhe had occaſioned; and would have 
wiſhed the ſtranger good night, but 
he inſiſted with ſuch earneſtneſs to 
attend her home, it was impoſlible, 


; without : abſolute rudenels, to decline 


it, and therefore they proceeded to- 
gether to Roſsberry. Helen was hurt 


when ſhe reached the door at the ap- 


pearance of want of hoſpitality in not 
inviting him in, but ſituated as ſhe 


was, ſhe found it impoſſible ; though 
when he bade her good night, he 
*Jooked at it with an eye of eager cu- 
rioſity, and ſeemed ſcarcely to require 
an invitation, which not being given, 
he was obliged reluctantly to depart. 
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She had little opportunity = diſco- 


vering who he was, except that his 
air was military, and that he was not 
of her country. He ſeemed diſpoſed 
to pay her a profuſion of compliments, 
at which ſhe would have laughed had 
ſhe been in ſpirits; as it was, the 


event was productive of mortification 
only; for ſhe muſt limit her walks, 


or confine them wholly to her own 
parterre. © | 


The ſtranger, an Engliſh officer of | 


the name of Thurſby, was quartered 
with a detachment of his regiment at 
Perth. He pofſefled a handſome 


perſon, united with all thoſe agree- 


able not lings that make up in the pi 


ſent day the polite converſation of 
our faſhionable men. He was a true 
bon vivant, loved his bottle, ſang a 
1 long, laughed, and talked a vaſt. 
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36 HELEN SINCLAIR: 


deal, and ſaid a thouſand charming 
things to the ladies, amongſt whom 
was Jeſſy Gordon. He had danced | 
with her at the laſt Perth aſſembly, 
toaſted her in all parties, and half 
turned the poor girl's head by the 
adoration he paid her. When they 
met, her abſence became the topic of 
converſation; and the praiſes of He- 
len was delivered with ſuch warmth, 
the Captain ſaid. Damn it, no one 
can obtain a. ſight of this fair incog- 
nita. I hear her toaſted in bumpers, 
and muſt ſatisfy my curioſity on the 
ſcore of her beauty, if I wander all 
the mountains in Perthſhire. Can- 
not you, my ſweet gul, introduce: 2 
her?” | Ss 
- Jefly, wholly without envy; or ra- 
_ ther ſecure of the conqueſt 28 had 
made, replied, © La, now, I don't, 


4 
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think that poſfible; you have no no- 
tion how ſhy ſhe is. I dare ſay the 


glimpſe of a red coat would frighten 
her to death. Yet ſhe is the ſweeteſt 


creature imaginable; ſo unaſſi uming, 


fo unconſcious of her beauty, I won- 


der ſhe is not afraid of being run away = 


with, in that there n, place, all 


alone.“ 
« Alone does ſhe live ?” coquired 
the Captain eagerly. 
„ Oh! yes—-You know he has 
| OE loſt her mother.” _ 
2 ſhe ever walk out ?” 
Dear! that is the very thing. 
Miſs Sinclair is very fond of walk- 


ing ; and I dare fay, if ſome evening 
you were to be loitering about Roff- 85 


berry, you'd ſee her“ 
© By gad the very thing; at Kat 
FI attempt it. Adieu, then, my fait 
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J efly—Remember a me in pour: ori- 

1 n 

> The ſtratagem 1 He had 
not. gone many ſteps towards the 
ſummer-houſe, till the ſoft tones of 
her guitar, accompanied by a plain- 
tive voice, reached his ear. He loved 
muſic, and would have remained fixed 
to the ſpot, had he not already inter- 
rupted her, when, in a few minutes, 
terrified, and almoſt ſenſeleſs, he ſup- 
ported her in his arms. But the cold 
dignity of her manner, forward as the 
Captain Was, he found it impoſſible 
to brave; ; and though he curſed. his 
evil ſtars, there was a ſomething i in 

the ſtyle and figure of Helen, that 

inſpired a reſpect, not inherent to his 
uſual character; nor had he the con- 
fidence to addreſs her with that fami- 


= * he would Jelly Gordon; to 5 
= IA $a whom 
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HEIL ExN remained now a cloſe pri- 
ſoner, except within the confines of 
her own ſhrubbery; till one froſty 
morning efly Gordon prevailed on 
her to accompany her part of the way 


home, which ſhe was tempted Ws 
from the fineneſs of the morning. 
It was not long, however, before the I 
heartily repented, for Captain Thurſby 
almoſt immediately advancing, joined 
them, with the greateſt aſſurance. 
„ Allow me, Ladies, cried he, © to 
interrupt your te- d- tete. Miſs Gor- 
don, I have never been introduced to 
your charming friend; do me the 
Mk = gs 
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40 HELEN" SINCLAIR: 
honour of peſenting me ther; , 


d a pleaſure I languiſhed to 
have.“ 


Helen, by no means ſatisfied with 
| the familiarity of this addreſs, would 
W - if poſſible have avoided any advances; 
—_ but Miſs Gordon haſtily replied, 01 
1 don't doubt, Captain, it will be your 
own fault if you are not ſoon ac- 
quainted. Miſs Sinclair, a red coat 
8 is generally an attraction to the 
| ladies.“ | 
Upon my foul; Madam, ed 
= _ the Captain, I hope you think ſo⸗ 
I hall be a happy fellow in Miſs 
= Sinclair's acquaintance, whom it were 
1 fuperfluous to aſk if I ſee well. 
= - Helen fliffly courteſying, coldly.re- 
| plied, « My. acquaintance, Sir, is ex- 
EF tended to few: I live in the _ 
= . ſecluſion.” wr port 


2 


en 
What a confounded thing to 
hide ſuch charms among the moun- 
tains. You ſurely don't intend al- | 
ways to be ſo eruelꝰ EP 
Sure, interrupted Miſs Gor- 
don, © you'll not refuſe to ſee the 
Captain, with papa and me? 
Though hoſpitality forbids me 
to ſnut my doors, Madam, againſt any 
acquaintance of your father's, I am 
fo ſatisfied of the propriety of my 
preſent mode of life, you muſt pardon 
my not only ſaying, I ſhall not deviate 
from it, but that Captain Thurſby's | 
_ viſits would yn _— p 
| able. ” 2 : 
„The devil "I TY You 
are the firſt lady,” added he, with 
affected gallantry, „ whoſe: chains, 
though I cannot refuſe to wear, would 
lead to a 2 bondage too hard for en- 
durance, 


42 HELEN SINCLAIR: 


durance, if not ſoftened by ſmiles 
ſuch as you can put on. My pre- 
ſence, however, ſhall not offend you; 

therefore, relentleſs fair, adieu.“ 

Helen, provoked at this freedom, 
"Iva out of ſight before he had done 
ſpeaking, leaving Miſs Gordon of- 
fended at her ridiculous prudery, 
1 which ſhe conſidered nothing but 
= affectation and airs; while Helen, 
. ſhocked at ſuch freedom of manner 

in one to whom ſhe was a ſtranger, 

would have given up her promiſed 

viſit to Jeſſy the next day, from the 

dread of meeting him, had not Dr. 

Gordon come and etched her. in * 
. chaiſe. . 
1 The parlout was empty. what he 
| | £ | . 3 but ſcarcely had ſhe con- 
—_- gratulated herſelf on it, before Cap-- 


— 


F 
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tain Thurtby, with another officer, 
were introduced. The pleaſure in 


the Captain's countenance was as ar- 
dent as the vexation Helen endured; 


for Dr. Gordon had been called away, - 


and his daughter not having per- 


formed the important duties of the 


toilet, did not appear. 

The Captain advancing, aid, 
cs Brierly, I'll introduce you to the 
lovelieſt girl in Perthſhire ; an excep- 
tion from the quizes you complained 
of; though, damn me, if you don t 
find her moſt obdurate. “ 
Mr. Brierly being a little near- 
6 rahted, took a glaſs, which, fixing to 


his eye with the utmoſt compoſure, 


he pointed towards Helen, who, 
amazed at a confidence ſhe never ſaw 


hg ſunk RG into a chair; ; 


4 Tex; I 


utile Mr. m_—_ _—— not 16 


a . = « Tis —— En 3 whoſe red 3 white 7 
| 7 | "66 Nature $ own Tweet and be Mere laid c on.” 


| Kiclaa; provoked beyond ck: 
aAakZwnce, colouring with anger, ſaid, asſhe 
aarſſe from her ſeat, © I can't imagine 
| what detains Miſs Gordon: TI Ll 
look for her.” 

2 We feel not MiG Gordon's . 
n exclaimed Thurſby, attempt 
ing to take her hand, „ while bleſt 
with the company of Miſs Sinclair. 
Surely, my ſweet girl, you will not 

ve the cruelty to leave us.” 

1 — At that moment Jeſſy came in, 
_— _ dreſſed only for conqueſt, forgot 
BE to apologize to Helen, and entered 
== 40s a flirtation with the gentlemen. 
_— - The ſubjet of their diſcourſe tur- 
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aſked 3 opinion. : 


„ Oh! « compleat ag” Adden! 


ed Mr. Brierly, yawning. The very 
name of it fatigues me. Damn it, the 


women foot it away as if they danced 


for a wager. I never was ſo curſedly 
bored in my life; —and then their 
tongues were a perfect Babel! for, 
beſides a jargon I cannot comprehend; 
I would not undergo ſuch pennance 
again for all the pretty women in Eu- 


rope. Upon e e 4 


founded thing! 
By heaven, Brierly, . and 
yourſelf lampoon'd if you talk in ſuch 


a ſtyle. Is'nt he a deviliſh Sd | 


dogs Miſs Gordon?“ 


Mr. Brierly was one of 4 Wg 


who imbibed ſo ſtrong a national 
prejudice, he conceived it impoſſible 


for 


khan politeneſs. 
„ By gad, » cried he, my opi⸗ 
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for any country to equal his own; 
nor did he ever accuſtom himſelf to 
hide his ſentiments on any occaſion, 
which he gave with more e 


+ 
5 


nion is my own ; I don't mean to of- 


fend the preſent company, when 1 


declare, that Engliſh manners, Eng- 
liſh amuſements, and Engliſh women, 


are more TREE than w_ nation 
under the ſun.” 5 


en db A- 
ing?“ interrupted the Captain. A 
dich of turtle would do me an infinity 


of good But, damn it, here they 
would not know how to cook it.“ 


And then gaming,” interrupted 


Mr. Brierly, goes on here with no 
Zeſt. The men have no ſpirit. I 


ren not one in the — 


5 


| 12.0 {NOV MRP 7 4: 47 
ever ſpent an evening at Brookes's in 
their life. I would have fat down to 


the card table at the aſſembly, but 
did not think it worth gaining a io 
_ paltry ſhillings. . . 3922 
A A ſummons to dinner ended a con- 
verſation, almoſt wholly unintelligible 
to Helen; who however drew ſufficient 
from it to be extremely diſguſted with 
the principles of men, who, while they 
boaſted themſelves to be Engliſimen, 
did ſo little honour to the enlightened 
country to which they belonged; and 


was glad to be releaſed at eight \ '* + 


o'clock from a viſit ſo irkſome. The 


« | 4 = SE - 
gentlemen eagerly offered to attend _ * "50 


her home; but ſhe declined all their 
civilities in ſo haughty and diſtant a 
manner, they yielded her at laſt ta 
Dr. Gordon with infinite reluctance. 
When Helen was alone with him, 
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ſhe-expreficd ſerious diſpleaſure at the 


audacity of his gveſts. She ſaid it 


was 2 mode of conduct ſhe had been 
ſo little accuſtomed. to, ſhe! muſt be 
excuſed from again meeting them at 
his houſe, and wonderett he was not 


ſenſible of the impropriety of her 

coming. Dr. Gordon, ignorant they 
bad been invited till an bour before 
dinner, aſſured her he knew not of it; | | 


and concluded by ſaying, © That 


they greatly admire you, my 
| dear Miſs Sinclair, who can wonder ? 
I confeſs their mode of declaring it 
was rather abrupt; and the native 


purity of your mind ſhrinks from 


the bold advances of men, who pique 


themſelves not more on their ſtyle of 


addreſs, than on the cockade they 


wear, conſidering the one, no doubt, 
an abſolute appendage to the other. 
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It i is not you alone they compliment, 
but every woman they meet. With 
diſpoſitions as unſtable as their man- 
ners are frivolous, it is not the — 1 . 


while the infgnz they throw out 
they believe to ſecure captivity. 
From whence ariſes the perſonal con- 
fidence men of that deſcription aſ- 
ſume above any other, but that a red 
coat, they never fail to obſerve, car- 


ries with it an irreſiſtible charm ? 
You, I am delighted to find, diſtin- 
guiſhed among that choſen few, who 
regard ſuch folly as it deſerves; and 
while your mind riſes above it, the 
dignified rectitude you poſſeſs will 
guard you from ſuch allurement. I., 
as a profeſſional man, muſt receive 

ftrangers of all deſcriptions into my 
houſe. Yet am! not void ( 4iſcern- 


„ 3 


HELEN SINCLAIR: 
3 and your ideas ſo entirely cor» 
reſpond with my own, 1 can merely 
your welfare, your happineſs, i 
rcely leſs dear to me than my 
beers,” - : N 
They were now at the gate of Roſs- 
berry. Dr. Gordon, with much kind - 
nels, wiſhed Helen gt night; and 
ſhe immediately * withdrew to her 


abroad the frequency of Dr. Gordon's 
viſits to Helen, whoſe innocence of 
heart kept her ignorant of the i e 
priety of admitting him, for ſhe never 
conſidered him in any other * 


= 


A reſpected friend, whoſe va- 


therefore nothing could t 


that quarter to her injury; ſenſible 


he was not a proper acquaintance, 
circumſtanced as ſhe was. The 
months of October, November, and 
December paſſed, unmarked by any 


incident to interrupt the ſteady gloom 


which pervaded; till one morning, to- 
wards the middle of January, Dr. 
Gordon, with his acquaintance Cap- 
tain Th and Mr. Brierly, were 

announced to pay their congees before 


their departure from Scotland. She 


certain of its 1 eir laſt, met 
them with Greetnels. | LE: EI 
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. 


opening, a ſtranger came in, who, 
without ſpeaking, ſtood for ſome mo- 
ments, with a mixture of haughtineſs 
and anger in his countenance; at the 
ſame time earneſtly looking at the 


party, who all aroſe in ſurprize and 


confuſion. © > ae ag | 

At length the ſtranger faid, © You 
are Miſs Sinclair, I preſume, Ma-- 
dam?” ROE 
Helen, colouring, replied, *: I am 


ö Sir * 5 a 


Then I requeſt the favour of a 
3 minutes converſation with you, 
Madam, in private.” eke rs 
Felen, afraid, ſhe knew not why, 
to withdraw with a perſon whom ſhe 
had never ſeen, though his appearance 
beſpoke the gentleman, became vio- 
e agitated, and heſitating what 

to do, ſaid, I ſhoul 


* 
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any thing you can have to communi- 
cate, may be done in the preſence of 
theſe genteme n 
c I'll be damn'd, „ e the 
Captain, © if I'd go with him.“ 
e You, Madam,” returned the 

ſtranger reſentfully, * can only decide. 
what title theſe gentlemen have to be 
acquainted with your affairs. You'll 
pardon me, therefore, if I merely add, 
I do not feel inclined, till you are diſ- 
engaged, to communicate my Lord 
Montgomery's pleaſure, who will 
take any opportunity perhaps of doing 
1 by letter. I wiſh you N morn- 
ing, Madam.” 


« Lord Montgomery, faid you! ba” 


Oh!] ſtay, Sir, if only a moment, 
entreat—(for the ſtranger was alre 
at the door) —I will 85 with you. this 
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| I beg you a thouſand 
= ney e e 

=. . . Madam; his Lord- 5 
E © fhip will write. —Your moſt dedicht, 

& —Gentlemen, good morning.” _ 

| 3 FVour name thenT requeſt—that 

you furely cannot refufe me?? ? I 
E777 * That can be'of no importance, 3 
My perſon is unknown to you; jd 
tis viſit has confirmed the reports of 


* 


Good God! what ſociety l ex- 
claimed ſhe with vehemence, and 


ming after him, I do 2 82 | 
__ e ee you a CT ood 


doubt, Kits A "thouſand charm: 


5 dm Yall, Madatn, the m moſt” | 
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With theſe words the ſtranger diſ- 

appeared, leaving Helen overwhelmed 

with ſorrow, ſurpriſe, and apprehen- 

ſion. Who could it poſſibly be? 

What was his cruel alluſion ?—and 

above all, what his bulineſs from Lord 
Montgomery? : 

Tortured with a houlund vague 

Y conjectures, ſhe was in a perfect ago- 

Y ny, and would have given worlds had 

mae liſtened to what he bad to ay, 

But his ſudden appearance and depar- 

| ture were ſuch as to deprive her of 

1 all pos to act, of all reflection. | 


what was his RP or from whence 

did he come, without equipage or 
5 attendants? Abſorbed in thought, 
dae remained in the hall, without 
Y recollecting ſhe had left any one in 
dhe Four, till the maid told her the 
92 — E 4 bentlemen 
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gentlemen wanted to bid her good 
morning, if ſhe was not engaged. 
The agitation ſhe endured was 


pictured i in her face; for Dr, Gordon 


ſaid, © I fear you are ill; we will not 
encroach longer upon your time at 
preſent.” _ 

. Pray,” exclaimed Cant: Thurſ- 


by, did not that damn'd imperti- 
nent fellow tell you his buſineſs after 
all? He looked confounded croſs— 


and who is this Lord Ny 
11. pretended to come from? 


Lord Montgomery is my 1 


and I ſhall never ceaſe to lament I 
did not attend the ſtranger. What- 
ever his name, or character, would it 


N poſſible to know . 


L wiſh to God I could 7 gu 


** 


don, we muſt be going,” 


« Well then,” ſaid Thurſby and 
Brierly together, © health and hap- 


pineſs attend you Miſs Sinclair; and 
when next we meet, added they 


archly, that croſs old gentleman 


ſhan't be here to interrupt our tete- 


| a-tEte.” They kiſſed each a band, 
and departed. 

Helen now began ſeriouſly to re- 

flect on the events of the morning; 

and the more ſhe did ſo, was vexed 


at the mal-apropos viſit of the gentle- 
man, She was loſt in aſtoniſhment 


at what had paſſed; and queſtioned 
Mrs. Clarke, whoſe reply was, In: 


deed; Miſs, I know nothing of the 
| gemman, not I—for he tapt at th 8 | 


door, and aſked if one Mis Sinclair 


ved here, | I aid, yes; what did he : : 


want, Py 
* 8 8 


2 | : 4 
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TE Come,” interrupted D. Gor- 


* 
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want, and what was his name? He 
told me that was of no conſequence; 
but ſhew him to you—ſo I never 


troubled my head about e but 
opened the parlour er 

Had he no . no ſer- 
vants ? 

« Not that 1155 He ſeemed a 
mighty ill- natured fort of a gemman, 
ſo 1 thought leaſt faid was ſooneſt 
_ mended; and I would not, if 1 was 
you, my dear Miſs, vex myſelf about 
Sin” | | 
„I ſhould not, Mrs. Clarke, but 
he told me he came from my Lord 
Montgomery. What could my uncle 
have to ſay? You know ” has never 
taken any notice of me.” 

“ Goodneſs me, Miſs,” cried Mrs. 
Clarke, a thought ſtrikes me; I 
* Bought as how, he was like ſome. ne. 


n 4 
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copy vs 2 
8 PRE 8 go 8 


# 


I NS * yy 
I've ſeen before; and as ſure as you're 
alive, it was my Lord Montgomery, 
his own ſelf. He is fo like my poor 
0 0 n * quo Papa, only he had 


* 8 . 


« Good 5 Mrs. Clarke, Lord 
Montgomery ! impoſſible, You only 
imagine it ; why ſhould he come under 
diſguiſe ? why not tell his name? 

Neither would he condeſcend to viſit 
me, = I've heard he was _ 

pro 

on Well, may hap fo; but don” t 
take it to heart, it is not worth ſor- | 
rowihg about.“ ; 
More perplexed than ever, Helen 

was obliged to leave to time and 
chance a diſcovery of this myſterious 
. e 8 
Mrs. Sinclair's letter to Lord Mont - 
gomery Mong he pretended to dif. 
regard 
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a a mind not wholly void of feeling, 
which he could not ſhake off; tho! 


by no _ hs equal to his 7h | 
he more than lived up to it, in the 
fupport of a family whom. he encour- 
aged in all that fate he believed his 
rank demanded. Were he to receive 
Helen into his houſe, he muſt allow. 
ber a competency adequate to that 
appearance he would with her to 
make, as the daughter of his- late 
brother; as his niece. Neither was 
it politic to introduce a beautiful 
young woman (which report told him 
ſhe was) inmate with à darling ſon, : 
who, in yielding his couſin the pre- 


5 ference, would cruſh. at once thoſe 


 =rial | 
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#rial caſtles he had formed for him. 
The attempt was too hazardous; nor 
could his pride ſupport the idea of 
her rivaling his daughters. Yet to 
allow one ſo nearly allied to him, 
whom Mrs. Sinclair juſtly ſaid, had 


à claim to all his pity and protection, to 


ſpend the heyday of youth in an ob- 
ſcure cottage, void of the ſociety of 


friends, was a reflection on his bene- 


volence, and carried a ſting to his 


conſcience, that probed him to the 
quick. Irreſolute what to do, he 


would conſult Lady Montgomery, and 
at all events make N ſettlement 
on his niece. 


Lady Montgomery, narrow ſouled, 


"entiow and ſelfiſh in the extreme, _- 
- heard him with evident diſpleaftire. N 
But accuſtomed always to ſubmit to 


his 6 artfully concealing 
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her thoughts, faid, © If you have 4 
mind to do ſomething for the girl, by 
all means; on condition ſhe does not 
come in our way. You ought to put 
her to board with ſome good ſort of 
elderly woman; for 1 have no doubt 
ſhe has been educated with high and 
remantic ideas enough, for all ſhe has 
nothing but us to depend upon. 1 
mould like to know what ſhe is 
thought of, in the neighbourhood of 
Roſsberry. Suppoſe, my Lord, as it is 
not far from Caſtle Sinclair, you were 
to take a ride, and without acquaint- 
ing her, go at once to the houſe.” -- 
Tube plan was no ſooner thought of 
than adopted. Lord Montgomery 
ordered poſt-horſes to his chariot the 
_ = next morning. and reached Perth in 
_ —_ the evening. One of his ſtewards 
_  treſidedinthetown; he ſent for Wat- 


Loan 4 


A HOVER @ 


hu on 8 he was not at home, 
but his wife waited on his Lordſhip, 


to whom he gave a note for her huſ- 


band. et ris (ft 
Rt Pray „Mrs. Watſon,” ſaid his 
| Lordſhip, as he was going to depart, 
can you tell me how far Roſsberry 


is from hence? I have a niece who 


hves there, and I mean to call on her 
to-morrow.” 


It was before obſerved, the amy at 


Roſsberry aſſociated with none of the 


inhabitants of Perth, preſerving a 
 haughtineſs towards them, that made 


them generally diſliked. Mrs. Watſon, 
who had caught the prejudice, and 
was piqued by not being noticed by a 


younger branch of the family, replied, 
* Roſsberry, my Lord, lies about twa 
miles from the town, at the foot of 
yon bray (pointing towards a hill from 
the window): but in troth, ye meigh 
ſpare 
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- ſhare your viſit, for I donna think 
yell be unka welcome. Since her 
mamma deed (a proud Engliſh dame) 
mony ſtorys ha been reported about 
| her. She has nae been ſeen, it is true, 
in the town, but an officer chield 
5 they ca Theerſby, has been known a 
gallanting wee her. Then Dr. Gor- - 
1 don canna ſtay awa, he's ilkie hour 
4 1 8 . : at Roſsberry. Mony folk ca Miſs 
_ Sinclair bonny, but for my part, I 
1 ſer na great beauty about her. Some 
1 #$ 1 mY lay the Dr. and her woll make a match 
| 5 27851 it. I've my doubts about it; he's 
Oer canny, for ſhe is ſo meighty, ſne 
has na a look to throw at a body. 
=_ Tm ſure ſhe's na great things week 
_ ZE bor ſhe has na mikle ſiler.“ 
3-4 5 Lord Montgomery, who liſtened o 
this narrative with a mixture of vexa- 
: tion and diſpleaſure, was determined ; 
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FP 
:to have ocular demonſtration, when 

cif it was true, he ſhould-conſider her 

the leſs tie upon him. At one o'clock 
he haſtened to Roſsberry, diſmiſſing +. 
his carriage and ſervants before he J 
came within fight of the houſe. He 
entered by .a neat incloſure of green 
_railing, through a ſmall ſhrubbery, _-_ 


* = 
till he came to the door, Where, eafily 2 | ; a 1 
gaining admittance, he was in the _ 2 3 
, parlour ih a moment. e 
His curiofity was ſoon gratified; * 9 
and the perſeverance of Helen con- 2 8 
firmed him in the report, he bad \ _ 
| heard; of. the 1 riety of her con . | - 
duct, and determined him, after Aa wo 
thoft viſit, to ſend her the following 
letter, which ſhe received in ee 1 4 | 
| after; and ran „ 1 
| 3 . 
| YL I LN 
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es HELEN SINCLAIR: 


„ ga Wi | 


ro MISS SINCLAIR. 5 


a | 20th January 1795- 


MADAM * „ 

„% TRE extraordinary charge your 
mother wiſhed to commit to me, | 
was of a nature, neither my circum- 


- ſtances, nor inclinations, could in- f 
duce me to comply with; and though — |! 


= I cannot wholly forget my unfortunate ; 
= brother has a daughter, who conſiders 
berſelf perhaps entitled to my coun- 
” |  tenance, I can only offer it under 
© certain preliminaries which ſuit my 
* convenience. I ſhall not recur to 
„ former years, when Colonel Sinclair 
> 5 1 


* * * 
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drew cn himſelf, by one raſh ſtep, 
1 diſpleaſure of his whole family; 


- limited circumſtances T ſhall be hap- 
Py to increaſe, while ſhe does not in- 
trude on my preſence; and whoſe 
conduct, I hoped, would not diſgrace 
thoſe ſhe is allied to. 
For this purpoſe, Madam, your 
mode of life was, by a perſon who came 
directly from myſelf, enquired into; 
and I am ſorry to find report ſays 


no more than your conduct juſtifies. . 


Doubtleſs you conſider yourſelf your 
merely to hint, a young woman 
: be too circumſpect in what ſociety 
ſay, do I conſider an obſcure cottage, 


a 585 home for a young woman f 
= "F2 your 


W 


but remember, I have a niece, whoſe 


. own miſtreſs; I intend therefore 
> an when left wholly to herſelf, 


ſhe mingles. Neither, allow me to 


6 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
your age, when you prefer the ſociety 
of gentlemen to any female compa- 
nion. 8 | | 
1 ſhall point out a plan you may ; 
4H adopt, or not, at pleafure—if you de- 
3 2 | | line it, you canaot hereafter reproach 
* 5 me, if I think it not incumbent to 
1 5 ingquire after your future welfare. The 
* metropolis of London 18 certainly 
"i Four "moſt proper home. Perhaps 
= : 2 ſome of your acquaintances can re- 
ON 4 commend a reſpectable woman to 
—_ board with, whoſe claims I ſhall 
_ chearfully fatisfy, while you deviate 


not from what is right. 5 


=_ = * Send an early anſwer to. 
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A NOVEL, = 6g. 
her i in London. His negled of the 


only orphan daughter of his brother, 
would loudly be talked of in Perth- 
ſhire; he would be generally con- 


demned for not taking her immedi- 


ately to Caſtle Sinclair. Were he to 


place her in Edinburgh, he would, 
even there, be i in almoſt equal danger 


of her coming by | ſome accident under 


| His eye, and therefore confidered Lon- 
don as the moſt ſecure reſidence for ; 


ber. If that ſhe rejected, his eonduct 
was juſtified to the world; to which 
he bore a fair character, nor was he in 


fact a bad man. Helen, hurt and mor- I 


tified by the mixture of pride, cold- 
nels and reſentment diſplayed in this 


letter, knew not what to do to quit a 


home, from earlieſt infancy rendered 
dear to her; to take up her abode 
with ſtrangers, ſeemed at once to a. 
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70 HELEN SINCLAIR: 


ſolve every tie on. which ber exiſtence 
hung ; and her native mountains, as 


the caſt her eye around, ſhe ſhrunk 


from the idea of ſeeing no more. A 
thouſand times had ſhe, when a child, 
tript over them. In this reſidence ſhe 
could cheriſh her ſorrow unmoleſted, 
while the wild and ſolemn ſcenery 
which emboſomed her cottage, were 


in uniſon with her. diſtracted mind. 


Yet was. it not ſelfiſh. to live only to 
herſelf, when the laſt injunction of 
her parent, now whiſpered into her | 
ear to obey the defire of Lord 


Montgomery, however contrary to. 
her inclination ? The unamiable point 


of view in which ſhe ſaw him, in 


the character of his pen, made her 
2 heſitate how to comply ; and at the. 
9 moment ſhe was wrapt in thought, 
5 4 Dr. Gordon came in. The warm'and 


8 


„ 


A NO v E * 1 
fleady Fiendifip he had ſhewn her, 


induced her at once to open the A ee 5 


Jef to him. 
„ have diſcovered, Sir,“ aid ſhe, 


who it was that honoured me with 
Peruſe this letter (giving it 


a viſit. 
into his hands) and favour me with 
your opinion of it.” | 


The Doctor's countenance under- IM 
went a variety of changes in the pe- 
ruſal. When he had done, he ex- 

claimed with much agitation, © What 


do you mean to do?“ 


« f believe, according to his Land 
ſhip's wiſhes, I confeſs myſelf deeply 
affected by the cruel furmifes he 


throws out, ſo unjuft, ſo unmerited ! 
Alas? could my uncte read the inter- 
nal wretchedneſs of my heart, he would 
* how irkſome alt” ſociety is. 
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72 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
T he conſcious. innocence . indeed EF 


feel, makes me riſe ſuperior to ſuch 


unkindneſs ; and in taking me from I 
this dear parental dwelling „he inflicts- | 
* only a ſenſe of duty can diſ- 
If his heart is as frigid as his 
1 and his mind in unity with his 
actions, how can he elaim either my: 
reſpe& or love? 
And Why, my dear Mile Sin- 


ä clair,” cried the Doctor with energy, 


5 leave a country, a home, to which 
you acknowledge yourſelf attached, 
to indulge the cold unfeeling caprice | 
of an uncle, who rather means to in- 


ſult than protect you? 


1 ſay not ſo!“ exclaimed He- 


len, weeping, * he is the brother of. 
my fat her—as ſuch, Lil endeavour, to 
72 conlider | him.“ bs | 


« * | 


Tg » qt 


am an ' old faſbioned man, 
returned the Doctor, © and judge of 
people only by their actions: yours 
have been always of that nature to 
excite my warmeſt admiration and 
regard. I profeſs not to call myſelf” 
your- lover, ſince, from a man of my 
time of life, it would perhaps excite! 
ridicule. L will therefore merely ſay,. 
in a few plain. words, if you'll accept: 
the tender of my hand, my houſe, my 
fortune are at your entire diſpoſal :: 
every hour ſhall be devoted to your: 
happineſs ; and no wiſh you have re- 
main unſatisfied, I can beſtow.” 

The aſtoniſhment Helen was thrown) 
into by. this abrupt declaration, for 
ſome moments deprived her of utter- 
ance.. She had no idea ſuch were the 
ſentiments Dr. Gordon conceived to 
wards her, and was greatly hurt, as 
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1 HELEN SINCImIR: 


ſhe reſpected and eſteemed him truly. 
Helen never had experienced what it 


was to regard any one in the light of 
a lover; neither could ſhe perſuade 
| herſelf of the reality of what ſhe 


heard, till rouſed by his again ſaying, 
Will you not liſten to ez ”Y 


- ſweet friend ?? 


Jes, cried ſhe, n « ag 
a friend. moſt readily. Truſt me, F 


ever viewed you as ſuch; and to have 
your regard, your advice, will always 


give me pleaſure. Look on me us you 


would on your daughter, and tell me 


if you know any one in London with 


whom I can reſide ?”” 


I had little hope,” interrupted 


he mournfully, “of obtaining your 


hand; conſcious ſo much beauty, ſo 


much excellence, would grace a higher 


ſphere. I bave no doubt you will do- 
| it. 


A. NO. VE. L. * 
it. honour; though believe me none 
would have been more ſenſible of the 
bleſſing you give them in yourſelf,” 

VJou are very kind, very flatter⸗ 
ing. I have no proſpect to which I 
look forward with deiight. Could I, 
my dear Sir, conſider you: with that 
affection you merit, I had perſuaded 
myſelf to liſten to you. But there is. 
a ſad vacuity in my heart, not any 
thing can fill. Tell me, continued. 
ſhe, © if you can recommend me to- 
any one ſuch as Lord Montgomery, 
deicndbes.” 
Since my care you reject, I have: 
a ſiſter in London, who. certainly 
os confider you an acquiſition; 
Her fortune, though not affluent, is 
ealy. She is a widow, and has no- 
family. Shall L write to her ?” 
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It was a plan agrecable to Helen. 


She caught at it, and eagerly accepted 
the propoſal. © T ſhall like it vaſtly. 

As your ſiſter, I ſhall think myſelf 
acquainted. I only hope it will prove 
agreeable. What 1s her Wen and 
Place of reſidence ** by 


Her name is Clayton; her reſi- 
dence, Mount - ſtreet, Berkely · ſquare. 


Dr. Gordon aſked for pen and ink, 


and without delay diſpatched his let - 


ter; to which an anſwer came in 


courſe of poſt, as follows : 


7 


TO DR. GORDON. 


oF | 3 Mie ate 31ſt January 155. 
| Dian Bxornza, 
I nAVE no objection to take the 
young lady you name. I can ac- 
commodate her with a neat apart- 
ment and dreſſing- room. If it is 

. | gagreeable 


- 


55 HELEN SINCLAIR: 15 


A NOVEL. 
agreeable to her to eat with me, I 
imagine her friends will name terms, 
My demands will not be unreaſon- 
able. 
| Yours afſeftionately, 
as N. C LAY TON. 
Helen pleaſed, as he muſt leave 
her home, to have another that ap- 
peared ſo eligible, addreſſed her uncle 
to this dne Red f 


1 THE EARL OF MONTGOMERY. , 


| My Lox p, 
| Your defire 1 think it ins 


on me to ſubmit to; and while my 


heart acquits me of all impropriety 
of conduct, I have: only to aſſure you, 


my own pride will guard me from 


reflecting diſgrace on my family. 
Hd you ſpared me ſo unjuſt an im- 
; ls putation, 


77 


58 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
putation, my Lord, it would have 
been more generous, fince, how far 
I-merit ſuch ſurmiſes you can merely 

know from accident. I've heard of 
:a widow lady with whom I can reſide | 

in London, whole character will, 1 
doubt not, afford you ſatisfaction. 

I mall abide wholly by your com- 

| mands; and have the honour to be, 

2 © | | Your Lon psRIr's | ol 

Devoted humble ſervant, 


.HELEN SINCLAIR. 
5 Rakiberry, 8th F ebruary. 


18 In little more than a week ſhe re- 
ceived this reply from his Landen f 
28. ſteward. 
„ London, 16th February 1795+ 
Miss, | WED 1 
My Lonp deſires me to inform 


vou, oP; has enquired into the charac- 
EL. 5 ter 


A NOVEL „ 


ter of the gentlewoman, and has Rae © 

you with her. The ſooner you leave 

Roſsberry the better, as my Lord 

means to let it.— The incloſed is to 

pay the expence of your journey. 
Yours, Miſs, to command, 

R. F IELD. 


To Mie SINCLAIR. 


The incloſed fifty pounds note did 
not compenſate to Helen for Lord 
Montgomery's pointed omiſſion. But 
the ſtruggle was over: Roſsberry, at 
leaſt till ſhe was of age, was to be 
eonſigned to ſtrangers. And while a 
lin ing defire hung about her to re- 
ar ere, ſhe firmly ſhook it off, 


and fixed a fortnight from the preſent 
time for the commencement of her 
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ö HELEN SINCLAIR: 


CHAP. VII 


Tux evening before her departure, 
Dr. Gordon and Jeſſy came to take 
leave. It was a painful ceremony ſhe 
could have diſpenſed with, for her 
heart was unuſually ſad. A thoufand 
kind wiſhes, a thouſand tender ex- 
preſſions, fell from the lips of the 
Doctor to whom Helen, after ſome 
«converſation, ſaid, God -bleſs you, 
| my worthy friend; I ſhall never ceaſe 
to recolle& you, with the warmeſt 
-gratitude,.the trueſt eſteem“ With 
theſe words ſne quitted the room. 
after kiſſing the cheek of Jeſſy, and | 
eee to write to her. 1 
Dr. Gordon, much affected by the 
ect manners. of Helen, walked fi- 
pine - 1 
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A NOVEL. 


lently home, and immediately with- 
drew to his ſtudy. Jeſſy ſhed a few - 
tears at her departure; but the im- 
preſſion of ſorrow ſhe received was 


not very acute, 
Helen, alone for the laft time at 
Roſiberry, though the evenings were 


cold and windy (for it was but the' 
firſt week of March) threw open the 


glaſs. door of the parlour to take 
a Jong farewell of her native country ; 


and walking with penſive ſteps acroſs 


a {mall lawn, came at once into the 


avenue leading up to the houſe. The 


moon was riſing from behind one of 
the oppoſite mountains, and in a little 
appearing amongſt the gloomy ſhades 


of the trees, threw a feeble light on 

the winding Tay, that rolled at the 
ſoot of the hills, on whoſe peaceful 
boſom ſhe had failed, when hers was 
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rude blaſts of an unfeeling world, a 
late too ſimilar will mine be!” 


= £ paſt prepared for her, but, little as 


= HELEN SINCLAIR: 
as unruffled as the ſtream before her. 


She proceeded through the wood, as 


far as a piece of incloſed ground, de- 


voted to her amuſement in childhood, 
where ſhe beheld the early flowers of 
ſpring riſing from the earth, fo re- 


cently covered. She plucked a few 
ſnow-drops, and-placing them in her 

. boſom, exclaimed, Sweet buds of 
dawning ſummer'!- I will keep you as 
the precious relics of that happineſs I 


enjoyed, when late I cheriſhed you, 
and of which ye are the emblems. I, 
like you, appeared gay in the morning 
of life; but too ſoon expoſed to the 


; Helen on returning to the houſe 
<ovld not partake of the ſolitary re- 


"Gen "Was. Inchnod. to — threw herſelf 


ON: 
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On the bed, from which ſhe aroſe un 
refreſhed at an early hour in the morn- 
ing, and ſtepping into the chaiſe with 
Mrs. Clarke, bade a ſad farewell to 
her late peaceful dwelling. On en- 
quiry ſhe found Caſtle Sinclair, the 
| ſeat of her anceſtors, was only a few 
miles out of the high Edinburgh road. 
The family were abſent; and ſhe re- 
ſolved to gratify the defire ſhe felt ts 
behold it, being the only opportunity 
ſhe might ever have; and accordingly 
gare directions to the e to 855 
drive towards Stalng 5 
The morning, though ſhowery, wass 
5 clear, Helen travelled many miles 
ere ſhe loſt ſight of her native 
mountains, whoſe majeſtic fummuts, 
often veiled in clouds, at other times 
riſing above them, formed an 
= of the ſcenery, richly diverbſied 
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* HELEN: SINCLAIR: 


With woods, and peaceful vallies beau- 
tifully cultivated. Preſently, how- 


ever, the country opened with a new 


face upon her; and the diſtant lake 


of Lochleven, with its ifland and 
ruinated tower, appeared in faint per- 


ſpective; while the town of Kinroſs, 


laying on a flat, was on each ſide ſur- 
rounded by brown heath, the alpine 


hills ſtill mingling with the clouds, 


. whoſe lowering aſpect now concealed 
them wholly. 
eye of Helen, when ſhe ſaw them no 


A tear ſtarted in-the 


more ; but proceeding by eaſy ſtages, 
till ſhe came to the ſhire of Clack- 


mannan, ſhe beheld, ſituated between 


the towns-of Alloa and Stirling, on a 
. declivity ſhe now aſcended, Caſtle 


Sinclair. It was an immenſe extent 
of building, whoſe irregular pile ſeem- 


£d nearly coeval with the heavens, 
| ; We. 


*. 
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r ' i 
which hung in ſullen majeſty on its 
heavy battlements. A dark wood 
| waved its ever verdant branches for 
the length of a mile or two, to the | : I 
edge of the banks of the beautiful | 
Firth of Forth ; which, taking its 
courſe in a thouſand whimſical wind- 
ings, was now concealed by a range 
of hills, at other times burſting in 
full view, towards Stirling, whoſe 
towering caſtle made an inte 
object in the landſcape. 
The carriage gradually aſcending, 
brought them through an avenue of 
firs, which,. opening into an ancient * 
court, carried them at once to the 
caſtle. The ſolemn ringing of the 
great bell to obtain admittance ſtruck 
ber with horror, when a gigantic fi- i 
_ appenring on the battlement, a. 4 
j N n "mY Roe .j 
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myed i in armour, - hind within "_ 
diſhed ſword. 

An old porter opened the great 
maſly gate; and when. Helen deſcend- 
ed from the chaiſe, where ſhe left 
Mrs. Clarke, was conſigned to the 


ene of an Engliſh houſekeeper, who 
was ſummoned to attend her; and: 


who led her through an ancient ſtone- 
hall towards the apartments. Thoſe: 
in preſent uſe were fitted up in a. 
modern ſtyle ;_ except that the carved: 
wainſcot, painted in parts with coats 
of arms, and the long narrow ſtained: 
glaſs windows, bore traces of anti- 
quity. But the houſe looked com- 
fortable, and as if it had lately been 
inhabited. She went through a ſuite 
of rooms below, much like the firſt 
ſhe entered. In one was an excellent 
Hbrary, with mes. teleſcopes, and: 
other 


other apparatus. Helen could nat 
refrain from tears, when ſhe remem- 
bered how nearly ſhe was allied to a 
family, to whole protection ſhe had a 
right; and that in this very houſe. 
her father had paſt the early part of his 
life, where ſhe was refuſed admittance. 
They now went up a heavy ſtone 
winding ſtair-caſe, which taking her 
8 8 a long gallery, was hung with 
numerous family pictures; amongſt 
them was one of her father, ſeated on 
"horſeback, dreſt in regimentals. He- 
len ſtopt - wept, and grew ſo pale, = 
Mrs. Smithſon, who obſerved her TE . 3 
e. e colour, aſked if ſhe was ill? 5 
Nlelen replied, the ſtairs had made 
r head giddy. Mrs. Smithſon. 
looking earneſtly at her, then at tlie 
e laid, Vou are very like my 
WS: /- 4 Lord's. 
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Lord's brother, Miſs, Colonel Sinclair; 
ſiure you muſt be related ?”? 


Am I?“ ſaid Helen, greatly agi 
tated, herſelf ſenſible of the reſem - 


blance, yet afraid of diſcovery, added, 


Lou only fancy it—it n be acci · 


dental.“ 


- They next came into a very elegant 
fmall drawing- room, and from it into 
a neat ſitting one, which the houſe» 


| keeper told her belonged to the young 
ladies. It was adorned with a variety 


-of fancy works; and beautiful paint- 
ings, conſiſting of views of the adja- 
cent country; all done by Lady 


Long 


the chimney- piece were ornaments 


Agnes, except ſome trifling ones. Om + > 


for flowers, extremely elegant. And wy 


at the end of the room ſtood a grand 
piano forte. It was not locked; ang 
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firſt one ſhe ever had heard; and its 
beautiful tones ſeemed: to ſooth her 
ſorrow. Several implements for draw- 
ings were ſcattered about, and ſeemed 
to ſay, it was only now become vacant. 


From it they paſſed to the breakfaſt 
apartment, hung with portraits, by 


the hand of Romney. That one 


to the right,“ ſaid Mrs. Smithſon, | 
is my Lady: it is reckoned very 


| like.” The face, though pretty, con- 
- tained little meaning; and Helen 
turned: from it to one of Lord Mont» 
gomery, which ſtruck her to the 
heart: it was the ſame countenance 
ſhe beheld at Roſsberry, and ex- 


plained the myſtery ſhe knew not till 


then. That of Lord Mortimer, was 


the Earl's only fon. He was dreſſed 
as a ſportſman, followed by two tei -- 
. His air Was noble ;- his N 8. 
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tures manly ; and the general ſtyle of 
huis countenance happy and intereſt- 


ing. He is a very fine young 
man,” ſaid Mrs. Smithſon; he 

is the pride of my Lord's family.“ 
On the right fide of him was Lady 
Violette Sinclair, drawn as a Hebe. 

The. face reſembled Lady Montgo- 
mery's ; but being much younger, 
was far prettier. To the left was 
Lady Agnes. She was in a reclining” 
poſture, her dreſs elegantly fimple, 
and her pale brown hair, without 
powder, fell in curls over her neck 
and forehead. She was not handſome, 


but her face contained a lovelineſs ſo 


attractive, Helen gazed at it with de- 
light; and her fine blue eyes beamed: 
on her with a ſweetneſs, that made 


her weep. * She is an excellent young 


. 2 : a | ENS 
_ Zady,” cried Mrs. Smithſon, . ant 
. 
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fo accompliſhed, without pretending 
to be fo.” Helen made no reply, 
for her heart was full. | 

The day now proving quite wet, he 
flipt a guinea into Mrs. Smithſon's 
hand, and returned to the carriage. She 


reached Stirling that night. The next 
day, as they advanced towards Edin- 


burgh, the aſpect of the country wore 
a more cultivated appearance than ſhe: 


had ever yet ſeen. Alike a ſtranger to 
every part of the metropolis, ſhe de- 


fired the poſtillion to ſet her down at: 


what hotel he choſe ; and at Walker's: 


the found every attendance and ac-- 
commodation ſhe required. The air 
of gaiety, faſhion, and buſineſs, dif- 


fuſed through the appearance of the 
| paſſing crowd, afforded a temporary 


amuſement, She was charmed with 


4 * the magnificence. of. 
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the buildings, particularly thoſe of 


George - ſtreet and St. Andrew's- 


ſquare; while the continual buſtle 7 


the ſtreet, filled with individuals, the 


very lower order of whom: wore a 
Poliſh ſhe never before had 850 


* her extremely. 


One day Helen reſted in Edin- 
burgh, - proceeding by rapid ſtages 
afterwards ; when, on the fourth day, 


from the top of Highgate Hill, amid 


the cloudy horizon in which it was 


enveloped, ſhe beheld the cupola of St. 
Paul's; while London, ſtretched wide. 


as the eye could diſcern, appeared a 
maſs of building whoſe extent ſeemed 
boundleſs. It was between. the hours 


of two and three when the chaiſe drove 
through Tottenham court Road, amid 
| catriages and people that had no inter- 


miſſion, when ſhe: beheld herſelf with 
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amaze in one great world, which the 


inhabitants of London ſeemed alone 


to form. Driving through ſeveral 


turnings, at length they reached 
Bond- ſtreet, at the hour when in its 


meridian of faſhion; and being ob- 


liged to ſtop in the line of carriages 
that ſurrounded them, had an oppor- 
tunity of catching a glimpſe of the 
toniſh beaux and belles, who take 
their conſtant lounge there. 

„ Gracious heaven !”.cried Helen, in 2 


aſtoniſhment, what a wonderful 


place this is! the people are all dreſſ- 
ed ſurely for no other purpoſe but 
admiration. What a variety of cha- 
racters too is to be ſeen; how neat, 


how elegant the dreſs of the Engliſh 


women ! How far inferior that of my 
country, I muſt allow: yet, alas! 
Mrs. Clarke, all wear a look of con- 
ct tentment, 


6 * 
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tentment, of pleaſure, but myſelh 
Whilſt I, amid this immenſe, this 
buſy. crowd, ſee not one to whom 1 
can even claim acquaintance.” It was 
aà painful reflection, and drew tears 
from the afflicted Helen. Soon now 
they reached Mount ſtreet, far WERE: z 
er than the one they had quitted ; and E 
drawing up to the door of a neat = 
looking houſe, were uſhered by a 
maid into a fitting-parlour, where an 
elderly lady, ſhe gueſſed to be Mrs. 
Clayton, aroſe to ſalute her. 
„ Miſs Sinclair, Ma' am,“ ſaid the 
ſervant. 
*«* Welcome to town, Miſs,” cried 
Mrs. Clayton. Pray fit down, you 
Mult be tired after ſo long a journey.” 
Indeed, I am, Madam,” replied 
Helen, gladly taking a ſeat; while the 
depreſſions of her ſpirits were ſuch; - 
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he could. bardly ſwallow a morſel of 


he dinner which was brought, or re- 
| frain from weeping bitterly: though 


> preſence of Mrs. Clarke, who was 


As ſoon as decency permitted, ſhe 
nn Ta to retire to her own room, 
for there was a coarſe vulgarity in the 


perſon and manners of Mrs. Clayton, 


which, ignorant as Helen was of the 


world, ſtruck her immediately; and 


the officious attention ſhe paid, united 
"with a. thouſand idle queſtions, tended 


to diſguſt and prejudice her againſt - 


her: and when ſhe 'beheld in Mrs. 


Clayton, the woman whom ſhe was to 


ſpend her days with, who was to ſup- 
ply the place of the parent ſhe had 


loſt, ſhe found a fearful void within, 
_ which a ſingle ray of happineſs ſeemed 
"L438 * ; = _ 


aſked to ſtay, afforded her ſore cons 
folat ion. 
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not likely to break through, to diſpel 
that deepened ſorrow with which ſhe. 
was overwhelmed. Almoſt tempted 
to repine at the diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence, ſhe conſidered her fate pecu- 
larly hard, and lamented bitterly ſhe 
had quitted Roſsberry, for ſo com- 
. 3 e 
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Tas diftaſte Helen felt for the > 
ciety of Mrs. Clayton, ſhe reſolved if 
poſſible to overcome, and blamed her- 
ſelf for the unjuſt prejudice ſhe had 
imbibed againſt a perſon, of whoſe 
character, on ſo fight an WE 
ance, ſhe ought not to judge. - 

Mrs. Clayton, the only 1 
biter Dr. Gordon had, was early in 
. 7 


3 
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life W apprentice to a milliner ; in 
London. She had acquired a ſmart 
addreſs, which, aided by a pretty face, 
rendered her a favourite with the 
men; and when not more than twen- : 
ty, Mr. Clayton, a ſubſtantial haber- 
daſher, made her miſtreſs of his houſe. 
Jo him, by her economy and pru- 
dence, ſhe proved an excellent wife. 
When he died, he leſt her in com- 
fortable circumſtances ; nor did any 
motive induce her to take Helen, but 5 
the taſte ſhe had for ſociety i in gene- 
ral, and a diſſike to live | alone. 1 
Gordon had not ſcen his ſiſter for 
many years; ſhe was then a pleaſing 
good-humoured girl. He was igno- 
rant of the vulgarity of her manners, 
the ſervility of her mind, elſe never 
ud he have Pages... Helen with 
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| With reluctance, the next day, and | 
. then not till the hour of dinner, did 


Helen Prepare to go below, forcing 


herſelf to endure the irkſome conver- 


ſation that would paſs, and which, 
under pretence of fatigue, he bad 
avoided till now. 

“ Sure, Miſs,” faid Mrs. cuts, 
« you mult be dull in being by your- 
ſelf. You know you are very wel- 


come in the parlour; : you will be | 


moped to death i in your own room. 


1 I have aſked ſome friends to come 
and drink a diſh of tea; they will | 


divert you a bit.” 


© "Helen coldly thanked her for her 
intention, and aſſured her, her ſpirits 


were at preſent unequal to the ſociety 


of ſtrang gers. 
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| ſon; before you've been a twelve - 


month here. You muſt go to tho 
play. On Sunday, I'll take you to 


the Park; ſeeing ſo many gay people, 


will ſoon briſk up your ſpirits I'm 


ſure. But ſuppoſe you go and play a 


tune? My Lord Montgomery ſent 


you this piano yeſterday, wh ich _ 


have overlooked.” 


_ Helen ſurpriſed and pleaſed, Ka | 


; erved 3 it in a corner of the room; with 
it was ſoine leſſons of Clementi's, 


and a few new ſongs, together with | 
a few prints, and drawing apparatus. 


But when told no note, no meſſage 
accompanied them, but the ſimple 
addreſs, © for Mzfs Sinclair,” ſhe felt 
a a momentary diſappointment. '. 

Helen ſat down to the inſtrument; 


and beguiled the hours until ſeven 5 


When a loud rap at the door announc- 
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ed viſitors; and in few minutes after, 
it was followed by a ſhrill voice, ex- 
claiming, *] tell you, your fare is no 
more than two ſhillings ! Don't think 
to impoſe upon me; it wont do!“ 
A violent altercation enſued, and 
Mrs. Clayton opened the door to join 
the diſputants, while Helen remained 
aſtoniſhed where ſhe was. 
- Shortly after, the figure of a little 
deformed old woman preſented itſelf, 
_ - dreſſed in the height of the faſhion, 
3 followed by a girl of ſixteen, who ex- 
claimed, « Dear me, Ma'! how im- 
pertinent the fellow was; 1 OE 1 
was quite terrified.” 
% Oh!“ cried the Wobei 6. don't 
ſpeak of him, it has made me quite 
ill; 1 ſhall certainly go into fits. Do 
give me your ſalts, my dear Selina; 2 
at 55 e e dae into on 5 
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Chair. Helen, a mute ſpectator, was 
not even ſeen, far leſs noticed; and 
therefore having ſtood till ſhe waͤs 
tired, quietly e herſelf by the 


— 


ot Jing WEE my 3 Mrs. Clay. 
ton,” faintly articulated Mrs. Hard- 
ing; © you can't conceive what a 
flurry the man put me into. He has 
made mg io ill, it is quite a misfor- 
tune to be ſo vaſtly nervous. Pray 


tie my hat, Selina. I am ſure I am 
_ a perfect figure; looking now to- 
Wards the glaſs, ſhe firſt diſcovered 
Helen, after a vacant ſtare, ſhe turn- . 


ed, and ſaid to Mrs. Clayton, I = 


did not obſerve you had company; I 
did not ſee the young lady I am ſo 


abſent Pray, my dear un nhats 8 | 


her name?“ 
Mis Sinclair, a Riege * ay Leu 
Montgomery > 7 


4 102 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
u niece of his Lordſhip's! oh! 
I | a ſweet girl upon my word. Selina, 
my love, go and get acquainted with 
the Lady.—I aſſure you, Ma'am (to 
1 Helen) my daughter is very accom- 
 plifhed —Why did you not tell me 
= 76 Mrs. Clayton) you bad nene 
= 1 am quite in diſhabille.” | . 
3 3 Never mind, Ma'; the young ; 
E Hady I'm fure looks too good-natur- 
ed not to excuſe us; wn yU. 
= Ma am?“ N 
= 5 : No apologies are OR re- 
=. turned Helen, though ſhe-could not 
bei ſtaring at the oddity of their ap- 
pPaearance. Mrs. Harding was very 
= ſhort and very crooked. Her face, 
=. / pale and withered, was daubed with 
—_ Touge, and her grey locks diſtorted 
with curls, hung down her deformed 
= ſhoulders. She wore no cap, and pin= _ 
= ned on her head was a little bit ofß a 
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» white hat, with 1 HFler 


gown of muſlin, decorated with many 
capes, was faſtened in the waiſt with 
what Helen would have miſtaken for 


a bell-rope, had it not been called a 


friar's girdle. | In Scotland, accuſtom- 
ed to ſee people dreſs according to 
their years, he ſhrunk from ſuch a 
ph of vain r. and looked on 


ing ws was very kantaſtiesl. Her 


long dark hair hung far beyond the 
bottom, of a waiſt not three inches 
long; and her dreſs of thick muſlin, 
had more the appearance of a robe de 


cliambre, than a gown; while the yel- 
Jow feather trimming of her hat ſeem- 


ed, to Helen, not proper for any thing 


but the ſtage; her own attire of the 


ſimpleſt, ſhe was not more aſtoniſhed 


— diſguſted | at the gurt figures 


H 4 bene 


| 
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—_ before her. The m jother and Gatglt 1 | 7 


K ter, who regarded her in feturn"with | + 
an eye of the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, could 7 
Jnd no fault at all, viewed ber as ſhe 
| really was, all lovelineſs. -e 
5 How long * faid Miſs Harding, | 


| - . have you been i in town? ? 07, 
| * Only ſince yeſterday. boy: NG. 
immediately from Scotland.” | 
3 . or h From Scotland] that ber out 
1 Jandiſh place, that deſolate country. 
_— Why, Pve- beard the people -live there 


Sn nothing but oatmeal ; and the 
ſſcrrants wear no ſhoes and Rn 
2 . 25 5 1 You were r ght to come here“ 8 


STE "Ms „ The Engliſh, returned Ee, 

have imbibed prejudices againſt it, 
s unjuſt as illiberal; and if we can 
Feet boaſt the luxuriance of England, 
1 we have at leaſt its hoſpitality, im 


more of! its candour,” V 
% „ l wel, 


® 
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„ Well, Pm ſure I never was there, 
050 hope I never ſhall be..“ 
I won't have you ſpeak act 
Scotlanh ” 1nterruptec Mrs. Clayton. 
So if you have nothi g to ſay in its 
Praiſe, drop the ſubject. T 0 
Oh,“ cried Miſs landing 5 you 
Sys (flying to the inſtrument) do 
favour-us, Miſs: Sinclair“,˖ 
Selina is quite a proficient,“ ſaid 
Mrs. Harding, give us a ſong?ꝰ 
Jou muſt hear the Bani, in- 
terrupted the daughter, ſhe i 


with her ſome night to the Opera. 
She treats me now and then to the 
gallery. 3 2 499212 nt 
I've no intention,” returned He- 
lenz coldly, of going into public.“ 
„ Well, well, we'll talk of that 
aſterwards. PU 2 you Bland's Uttle 
n 3 
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air in the Cherokee; which 


did with judgment and taſte, and is 
ſweet ſimplicity pleaſed Helen. 


She next. was requeſted to fit 


doun: reluctantly ſhe did ſo, and in 


a low plaintive tone, ſang one of the 


pathetic airs of her county. Miſs 


Harding was charmed with ber un- 
affected grace, while the old lady 


took a mighty fancy to Helen. 


Nou muſt come and ſee us, my 


dear Miſs Sinclair,” faid ſne. Selt- 
na, what a ſweet acquaintance for you. 


Do you draw, my love ?—na doubt 


too, you are a great reader? 7 
„What boaks are you fand;of f/ 


5 interrupted Miſs Harding. I doat 


upon ſentiment; poetry too 18 en- 
e eſpecially Italian. 


1 3 am a mere novice in the ln. 


bees, bebe I am not competent 
to ſpeak of its beauties.” 2 
Mrs. Clayton, wearied to Saved in 

liflening to a converſation ſhe could 


not partake of, requeſteU Mrs. Hard- 
ing to play a game of cribbage, and 


leave the young __ to . 
ſelves. 
Mrs. Harding, on bing at Jak 


watch found it was time to be gone, 


declined it; but fixed the next day 


but one, to ſee her acquaintances in 


Golden: ſquare; when they wiſhed 
Helen good night. Miſs Harding 


"ſhook hands very cordially with her, 


and ſaid „ ſhall be ſo happy, my 


farewell, God bleſs you“ 
Though the Hardings were people 


with whom Helen would not chooſe _ 
| intimately to aſſociate, her attention. 


dear girl, to ſee you, _ ve no. idea; 
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had been diverted for a few Hours. 
Miſs Harding ſhe believed, under pro- 
per guidance, would have made an 
.amiable woman; as ſhe was, ſhe: con- 
ſidered her Vith Pity, not void of con- 
neh. eee: 
The viſit ſhe was to pay in a Gadeu- 
5 required ſome perſonal equip- 
ment; and therefore ſhe ' requeſted 
the favour of Mrs. Clayton to ac- 
company her to ſome ſhops for that 
purpoſe. She never yet had mixed 
even in the ſtreet among the buſy 


crowd; nor felt the leaſt inclination 
to go abroad. The next morning 
however, they ſet out to Dide and 
Scribe's, having firſt beſpoke a muſſin 
dreſs in Vigo-lane. They had to pa- 


rade down part of Bond- ſtreet 3, and 


ſhe repented of having gone out at 
all. The bold ſtare that met her on 
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all Ges, from the men, ſhocked and 
terrified her extremely, and raiſed 
on her cheeks a colour ſhe had not 
experienced for many months be- 
fore; whilſt the confidential looks 
of the women almoſt equally abaſhed 
her: 


* When,” 3 ſhe, | alt: 


I be out of this frightful crowd |! 
Surely there muſt be ſomething ſin- 
gular in my appearance, for I never 
was ſo eyed before? 


:5;Oh4: tis * ;—don' t be 
afraid.“ 


Scarcely had they b the hot- 


1 St. James's-ſtreet, when a party 
of young men paſling cloſe, gave each 


other a ſhove, and peeping under her 
hat, ſaid, © A divine handſome GG: 


# ack 3 only look at her. 
Wbere, my OD one, nn 
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110 HELEN SINCLAIR: 


the other, addreſſing Helen, did 

you buy thoſe roſes??? [Be 

* Upon my ſoul,“ erchisell a 

third, * ſhe did not buy them. No, 

Tom, thoſe roſes were blown in the 

country were they not, my angel ?” 
Helen, ſhaking with terror, would 


have returned home, but now enter- 


ing Pall Mall, was laughed out of her 


ſcruples. She purchaſed a faſhionable 


bonnet, without any ornament, and a 
ſimple turban of muſlin ; then re- 
turned home, Ew little  Ielaation 
n to walk. 

A five o'clock dinner at Mrs. 
Farding's (the firſt at ſo late an hour 
ſhe had ever partaken of) ſerved with 
much oftentation, afforded nothing 
but diſguſt. The party ſhe met were 
all people of opulence, purſe proud, 
ul bred, and to her dif Nrecable. 
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The converſation amongſt the men 
turned chiefly on trade; amongſt the 
ladies, on faſhion and ſeandal. Not 
very favourable then was the f im- 
preſſion ſhe received of Eugliſi peo- 


ple, and Engliſh manners; and the 


little reliſh ſhe had for ſociety in ge- 
neral, was now by no means a 
mented. 

A few ſucceeding poſts 1 
ber a letter from Jeſſy Gordon. She 
told her the Doctor deeply lamented 
her abſence, and that Captain Thurſ- 
by's departure had made their houſe 
very dull. Roſsherry, ſhe informed 


her, was let; and all the books, draw- 


ings, &c. had been taken to her fa- 
ther's houſe, where they ſhould re- 
main in ſafety ; a {ale of the furniture 
having taken place 05 Lord Mont - 
ev as s — | 
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112. HELEN SINCLAIR: 
Mrs. Clarke too called on Helen. 


"i had obtained an excellent place 


as houſekeeper to a lady of quality 


in Groſvenor- ſquare, Who bore a very 


amiable character. She was glad to 


be informed of the welfare of thoſe 
ſhe valued; and Mrs. Clarke was 
ranked in the number, few as thoſe 


Were. 


CHAP. IX. 


Aon s Thi Bae a in 1 


compelled either to confinement, or 
to wander the ſtreets alone, Helen a 
thouſand times lamented the retreat 


of Roſsberry, which recalled ſo many 
pleaſing, ſo many painful ſcenes; and 
while ſne deplored their loſs, endea- 
voured to find ſome ſubſtitute. Books 
appeared the only one e to fix 


1 M Nl. wy 
ber attention, for ſhe could not touch 
the piano without the remembrance 
of ſome air that delighted her mo- 
ther; ſhe could not trace with her 
pencil a landſcape, but her native 
mountains, her native woods, were all 
before her: ſhe therefore determined 
to have recourſe to a circulating li- 
brary, and . aſked .Mi Harding to 
recommend her to one, who imme 
-diately mentioned Hookham's. An 


evening or two after her ſubſcription _ 


began, ſhe was ſo eager to finiſh the 
Myſteries of Udelpho, that, loſing for 
the moment, all apprehenſion of walk- 
ing alone, threw on a bonnet, with a 
deep veil, and. ſet out between the 
| hours of ſeven and eight to Bond- 
ſtreet; Mrs. Clayton not being able to 
ſpare the ſervant. It was more than 
duſk, as ſhe was returning home, 
Vol, I. a: - = - -+ WR 


114 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
when two gentlemen, half intoxicated, 
advanced; and rudely coming up to 
her, aſked if ſhe, would give them 
leave to attend her home ? | 
5 Helen had ſcarcely courage to fay, 
* No, thank you, Sir; I'm almoſt 
Y = there already I entreat you'll leave 
| T | me.” | 
8 Not ſo 3 my b girls 5 
| and. abruptly ſnatching her an 
carried it to his lips. . 
Now wholly overcome with "RY 
8 the- gave a faint ſcream, and would 
have torn herſelf away, but found 
every effort to get diſengaged im- 
poſſible. This was too much for the 
= weak ſpirits of Helen, who burſt into 
. "of 2n agony of tears; exclaiming at the 
28 1 5 ame time vehemently, © It was cruel 
. — ” to detain her thus? 
At the moment a gentleman going 
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paſt, ſtruck with her figure, and the 
energy with which ſhe ſp6ke, went up 5 
to the party, and demanded why they 
detained the lady? defiring them to 
let her go. 

Helen, before "—_ for bits. 
when ſhe heard the curſes that fell 
from the mouths of her tormentors, 
was ſeized with ſuch a faintneſs, ſhe 
muſt have fallen to the ground, had 
not her deliverer ſaved her, by ſup- 
porting her on his arm. | 

The ſtranger, who found her revive 
not, had a coach called, which putting 
her into, placed himſelf by her, and 
ordered the man to drive to Portman- 
ſquare; nor was it till they reached 
the door of a magnificent W 
Helen opened her o 

* Gracious heaven!“ Acne 
the, on looking up, where am 15 
What does all this mean?“ 

1 2 Fear 


116 HELEN SINC LA IR: 


Fear not; Madam,” / cried the 
ſtranger, in a voice of reſpe&ful ten- 
derneſs, you are in honourable hands; 

this is my father's houſe. You will 
favour me by walking in ; nor wall 1 
accept your commands till you are 

more recovered, and have obtained 
ſome refreſhment.” 

_ Relucant as ſhe was to alight, f the 5 
en not well how to decline, with- 
out rudeneſs, the polite attention of a 
perſon, whoſe delicacy of conduct had 
Pleaſed her much; and while heſitating 
what ſhe ought to do, the coach door 
was opened by a footman in a hand- 
ſome livery, who ſhewed them above 
ſtairs, the gentleman at the ſame time 
conducting her up. Helen never be- 
fore had ſeen ſo ſuperb a houſe. The | 
hall was gaily lighted; and in the re- 
„ on the * ſtood ſome 

3 - beautiful - 
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beautiful ſtatuary; and the general 
air of the houſe confirmed the idea 
ſhe: at firſt conceived of it, that its 
owner was a perſon of high rank and 
faſhion. e eee, apts 

two rooms into 'a fuperb draw 
room, which ſhe entered with trems_ 
bling ſteps, when advancing towards 
the top, ſhe beheld a lady on a ſofa; 
in an elegant diſhabille of fine muſlin, 
her hair perfectly degagee, confined 
only by a handkerchief tied through it. 
Helen ſhrunk back, but the lady who 
aroſe at her entrance, was ſtill ſtand- 
ing, and advanced towards her with a 
look of fuch een as * Helen 
aſſurance. 5 
3 Madam, 1 Jud the 1 
man, is my fifter. And this lady, 
J have the honour to commit to your 
care; and I am ſure I need not ſay, 
I Ht! I 3 has 


* RE, 4.8 
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118 HELEN. SINCLAIR: 


has an appearance that will ſecure ow 


tenderneſs.” rr 


iy Madam, be ſeat 4” 1 


the lady, my brother's commands 


J am ſeldom averſe to fulfil ;. at this 
moment 1 ee Wilk mm incli- 


nations?! 1 
Jou are all nag Madam” 


ls Helen; that gentleman 
was ſo humane, as to afford me pro- 


tection from inſult; nor can I ever 


ſufficiently thank him; I was indeed 
overcome with terror.“ 


My brother was a fortunate man; | 


in in able to diſplay his gallantry 


in the defence of a lady, whoſe. coun- 
tenance ſeems to command the de- 
votion of thouſands. Yet, I fear you 


are really ill, an he has taken dut haf 


care of you.“ 
She made her adrance te _ _ 2% 
| 1 Fang 


Za NOVEL hoy 
fireſide; for Helen trembled violent- 
ly, bathed her temples with lavender 


water, and perſuaded her to ſwallow 


ſome. wine. Helen looked at the lady 


with a ſmile of grateful acknowledge- 
ment, to which ſhe would have given 
utterance, had ſhe not t been forbid te + 


an 4225 
How,” ſaid the ent 
changing the ſubject to his ſiſter, © is 
your head-ach ??' | 
© Better, thank you. The party 
vou met roſe early; 5 1 did not "ON 
you, dow t; £07, 


„A kind genius favour'd me,” 


returned he, ſmiling. * I promiſ- 
ed to meet my mother at the con- 


cert ? - Pray, what time did Lady | 


| Montgomery go to the Opera Houſe, 
for 1 don't feel much inclined to 
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interrupted Helen, b burſting into tears, 


320 HELEN SINCLATR: 
At the mention of the name:Monr- 


ſtarting from her ſeat, exclaimed, with 


much agitation, Parden me, Ma- 
dam, Lord Montgo zery. did that 
gentleman ſay ? deem me not imper- 
tinent, if I requeſt the kindugnee of 
your name ?”—* What magic,” crie: 

the good-humoyredly,* is in the name 
ef Montgomery, thus to diſtreſs my 
fair patient? Had my father the ho- 


nour of knowing you, he ſurely would 


not /bave been ſo cruel, to have with- 
held an introduction- to us; I cer- 
tainly thall quarrel with him for it.“ 


on finding herſelf ſo ſtrangely intro- 
duced into the houſe of her uncle; 


— 


while, unacknowledged by him, ſhe 
experienced ſo * kindneſs from 


—— + ; 3 — 


4 NVE E. ae 
z part of his family WhO now regarded | 


Ber with ſurpriſe, and curioſitꝛʒ. 


« Heavens !” ſaid Lady Agnes, 


* can all this mean? 

Helen at length acquired compo- 
fav enough to add, It is unneceſſary, 
are Lady Agnes Sinclair; that gen- 
tleman, I preſume, Lord Mortimer?“ 


The fame,” returned he, bowing;. 


— ever henour'd, if acknowledged 
worthy. of being ranked in the num: 
ber of thoſe, who muſt be proud of 
your acquaintance.—“ Whith 


ſaid Lady Agnes, © does all this lead 


to? I ſhould be grieved indeed, if 


fo flattering an acquaintance were to 
end here: no! let us rather hope al- 


ways to be friends. 


And may I hope it, Madam 


At Will you then * in bn 
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1 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
perſon of Helen Sinclair, the niete of 
your father, the e of his bro- 
SS” ol} bin: 3 onvongFl 4 
Lord Mortimer and Lady Agnes 
Jooked at each other in amaze. It 
was alſo a look of pleaſure. Arnd her 
ladyſhip, going to Helen, threw her 
arms around her, affectionately faying, 
„Thus do I acknowledge you, my 
lovely couſin !''—Lord Mortimer, at 
the lame time taki ng her hand Which 
he reſpectfully preſt to his lips: 
Good God?” exclaimed he, with 
energy, how far will prejudice miſ- 
lead! much indeed has my father 
been to blame! but he will ſee his 
error; he muſt ! he ſhall!” 2 © 
Never had Helen looked 90 bau. 
5 tiful as at this moment; her eyes, all 
animation, ſhone with a cheatful bril- 
laacy are unuſual. The * face 
8 5 | of _ 


* mo - * l - 


———ů a Sy he nu, a 


«1 2 8 


4c Tr 4a FR Goa 


F S 
EN OVA. 1 
* Lady Agnes (for ſhe wore no rouge) 
was tinged with a bluſh of pleaſurei; 
and her eyes, of the ſame colour with 
Helen's, were filled with ſenſibility. 
Lord Mortimer looked enchanted; 
in fire of his countenance was ſoft- 
ened into the tendereſt ſolicitude. 
His figure, tall, elegant, and com- 
manding, ſpoke the fine gentleman, 
without the affectation of it. 
The time glided on ſo ſwiftly, that, 
till Lord Mortimer's valet ſent in 
to know if he chooſe to be dreſt, 
Helen forgot ſhe ought to be gone; 
and riſing, requeſted the favour of 
the 2 to procure her a coach. 
Miſs Sinclair,“ ſaid his lordſhip; 
I will do myſelf the honour of attend- 
ing you home. Dixon] order He. 
coachman with my chariot, as 5 
* . 
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12 HELEN SINCLAIR: 


Helen was aſhamed, yet gratified 
| by: the attention of lord Mortimer. 
In little more than ten minutes the 
chariot was announced. 

„ Good night, Lady Agnes,” ex- 
claimed Helen, with a voice of ſweet · 
neſs to me this introduction has 
been deciſive; for if I ſhould be ſo 
unhappy as to meet you no more, you 
will always carry with you my grate- 


eee eee, 


af meeting no more. I ſhall take 
an opportunity, my dear couſin, of 


viſiting you ſoon; in the mean time, 


I bid you reluctantly adieu, with the 
moſt lively eee in you 8257 
ee 20 

* And h 1 Fo aides * 
er Lord Mortimer, as a 
r to wait on Miſs Sinclair? ? 
« The a 


* * 


— 2 
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0 The viſits of ſuch friends, I ſhall 


. always be proud to have.” —At the 
ſame time ſhe courtſey'd gracefully, 


and permitted Mortimer to lead her | 


down ftairs. 

Athundering rap at Mrs. Clayton's 
door, of whoſe anxiety ſhe had not 
even thought, announced Helen, fol- 

Jowed by her couſin. 

Lord have mercy | Miſs Sinclair!” 
ſaid ſhe; < 1 thought you was run 
away. I was in ſuch a fright at your 
not coming home, I ſent to Mr. Hook- 
bam's after you; but the bird was 


flown. I little thought of your being 


in ſuch company „ darting a look 
towards Mortimer. 


She now introduced his Iden to 


her; who bowed, and turning to He- 


den, faid, © I ſhall ſoon avail myſelf of 


the wars of again ſeeing yau, and 
hope 


4 Ladd 


416 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
hope to-morrow you will find yourſelf 


perfectly recovered. - The cauſe of 


your-indiſpoſition, I acknowledge my- 


elf felfiſn enough not to lament, ſince 


it allows me the honour of a happi- 


neſs I knew not till this evening, one 


of the moſt fortunate of my life; 


yet,“ added he archly,—< perhaps 
the moſt dangerous; and I muſt con- 
feſs my father very politic in not hav- 


ing introduced me to Mis Sinclair.” 
| Bowing again, he left them. . 


Mrs. Clayton, all curioſity, heard 
with ſurpriſe the adventures of the 
evening ; making a thouſand: idle re- 
marks upon them. To Helen, few 
events of her life had been productive 
of ſuch real pleaſure. Accident alone 


| had thrown her ſo unexpectedly into 


bert uncle's n whoſe 8 of . 
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more than e cated, ak" 
could proceed only from the moſt 
: W e e in her 1 | 


judge of hae TTY from ſo tranſie f Woah. 


an acquaintance, was hardly fair. Her 
knowledge of the world was very im- 
perfect but ſhe could not diveft her- 
ſelf of the idea, that they ſeemed to 
reach nearer perfection than any other 

beings, except her mother, ſne had yet 
ſeen. There was a touching ſweetneſs 
in the manners. of Lady Agnes, that 
ſunk into her heart. It was long finceſhe 
had heard the accents of real politeneſs 
blended with that delicacy which, to a 
 mind.opprefled, is peculiarly winning. 
No impertinent queſtions met her ear, 
no coarſe pity.; but there ſhe ſaw 
native dignity, temper'd with ſweet- 
neſs and unaffected condeſcenſion. 
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1286 HELEN" SINCLAIR: 
Lord Mortimer ſeemed to poſſeſs the 
ardour of youth, blended with the 

= — of his ſiſter. With a cap- 

: 4 gating figure, his general air was 
MF . Pen, dignified, and pleaſing. His 
face, without being handſome, con- 
veyed ſufficient intelligence to render 
it highly intereſting; and his heart, 
without diſguiſe, expreſſed its ſenti- 
ments in the turn of his countenance 
oon every occaſion. Mortimer had a 
thouſand faults; but they were leſs 
numerous than his virtues, and he 
was the idol of his family. Indeed, 
ſo favourable was the impreſſion He- 
en retained of her couſins, the felt ſhe 
ſhould -be wretched were 4 to ſee 
them no more. 
Lady Agnes Snider 1n — ra- 
| ther above the middle height; was in 
appearance graceful. The ſtyle: of 


A W. O VII. any 


Her face was more pleaſing than beau- 
tiful, conveying an expreſſion of infi- 


' nite ſweetneſs,” had it not ſometimes 


been clouded with a "tran Ae 


which ſhe now. and then word er 


mild blue eye, told how much Kor ” 


heart was the ſeat of ſenſibility and 
goodneſs; and had it been regulated 


only by that excellent monitor within, 


would have roſe above thoſe preju- 
dices, by which too often ſhe was led. 


Perfectly adoring a mother, to whoſe 


.enjoyments ſhe gave herſelf up, with | 


* 


even more than filial affection, de- 
voted the whole of her life anc and 
thoughts to that one being; whom 
ſhe * conſidered unequalled. Lady 
Montgomery was the idol whom ſhe - 


abſolutely worſhipped; and had the 
moſt perfect happineſs been within 
her reach, ſhe would have run 


. K 


to her mother, the Joved Mortimer. | 
Violette, leſs than any of her 
: though ſhe always behaved 
towards her. Indeed her 
pleaſures centered in her own 
circle; and ſhe had ſo flightly heard 
Helen ſpoke of, ſhe hardly knew ſuch 
a being exiſted : neither had Lord 
M.ortimer ever deigned her a thought. 
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CHAP. KX. 
Grear indeed then was the ſurpriſe 
Mortimer had experienced within the 
laſt few hours, when he beheld Helen 
in the unpleaſant ſituation deſcribed ; 
when every degree of honour and hu- 
manity induced him to protect her, 
as tenderly as he would his ſiſters. Of 
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Ber appearance, he had only an indiſ- 
tinct view, till their entrance into his N 
| father's drawing-room, where he be- 
held one of the ſweeteſt countenances - 
he had ever looked on. He had often 
ſeen more beautiful faces, but they _ 
were formed ſo by art; and unaccuſ- "= 
tomed to the intereting þ luſh of In 


rity and innocence that eee * 
the face of Helen, was to him 
a novelty fo captivating, he found 
them carry with them an irreſiſtible 
charm. The tones of her voice 
were of the moſt melting harmony; 1-2 
and the little provincial accent ſhe * \. 
_ retained, was ſo pleaſing, he Would 
have conſidered it ſpoiled by perfect 
Engliſh. Till he diſcovered whom 
ſhe was, his curioſity was ſtrongly. 
excited. Her deportment had the 
CE air 


12 HELEN SINCLAIR: 


air of high birth: yet to whom could 
ſhe belong? No young woman of fa- 
ſhion ever walked unattended at ſuch 
an hour, nor had ſhe the appearance 
of any of thoſe unfortunate beings 
who croud the ſtreets of London. 
Lady Agnes's ſurpriſe bore equal 
Proportion to his; and when her bro- 
ther introduced her, the curioſity ſhe 
experienced, almoſt tempted her to 
forget her natural politeneſs, Hm 
the intereſt the fair ſtranger excited. 
But when Helen declared how nearly 
ſhe was allied to them, ignorant of 
her obſcure, her unprotected ſtate, 
they felt emotions only-of the tender- 
eſt pity, and acknowledging with de- 
light the relationſhip, Ny regard- 
ed her with affection. | 
The mind of Morthukr wavered 
How to conduRt. himſelf towards his 


A 


father, in reſpect to Helen, who now 


was in his power. Not that he meant 
to act diſhonourably towards her, for 


though not without the gallantries of 


youth, he here beheld a lovely young 
woman, paſſing her days in obſcurity, 
ſhut out from that ſociety ſhe was 
formed to adorn, and unjuſtly. denied 
that protection to which ſhe, had ſo 
full a claim; and highly reſe ted the 


conduct of his father, whom he was 


convinced had ſome motives for his 
conduct he did not wiſh him to 
know; and were the events of the 
evening revealed, would probably for- 


bid all future viſits, or place her be- 


: yond his reach. He therefore deter- 
mined to maintain a ſteady ſilence, 


and to caution his ſiſter, the firſt op- 
portunity he had. 


The caution however came 8 


* 3 late. 
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334 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
late. Agnes, who deemed it a crime 


to conceal any thing from her mo- 


ther, took the opportunity, when 


| her ladyſhip had diſmiſſed her wo- 


man, of diſcloſing what had paſſed; 


blending with her converſation, the 
warmeſt admiration and praiſe of He- 
len. The ſurpriſe manifeſt in the 


countenance of Lady Montgomery, 


Toon gave way to the utmoſt diſ- 


pleaſure ; and ſhe ill-naturedly ex- 


claimed, © It ſhall be the laſt of 
Madam's viſits here. So! my Lord, 
after having the trouble to bring 


her to England, to place her in a 


proper ſituation, is to be incroached 


on after all ! I always heard a light 
account of her character, and am now 


convinced of its truth, or ſhe would 
not chuſe Bond- ſtreet at ſuch i impro- 
per hours, if ſhe had not wanted to 


2 
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1 picked up. So ſhe is a beauty, too? 
humph !'— _ 
Indeed,“ replied Agnes, greatly 


hurt, © ſhe is very lovely; her air is 


that of modeſty and ſweetneſs .“ 
* A mere piece of deceit, practiſed 


on you to get on terms with us; 1 


wonder my Lord's brother would de- 
mean himſelf by marrying a poor par- 
ſon's daughter“ (her Ladyſhip forgot 
ſhe was herſelf, though an heireſs, 


A tradeſman's daughter) © who has 


brought up the girl in nothing but 
romance and affectation; and you 
were weak enough, Agnes, to be um- 
poſed on !” 
« Not impoſed o on, u, Madam, I truſt; | 
I am grieved at your prejudice, which 
would be done away, were you to ſee 
my couſin.” 5 
dee her, indeed ! Not La on my 
XK 4 honour; 
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136 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
honour; nor you, from hencefor- 


ward!” - 33 I 
I promiſed to call on her; you | | 
furely would have me abide by my 


word?“ i „„ 
* My deſires are to regulate your 
actions.“ 7 Serie oA wa? WET} 
Then,“ cried Agnes, with a voice 
8 I ſhall never ceaſe to la- 
ment having ſeen Helen?! 
] defire you'll ſay no more about 
the girl to me; nor even think, of 
her.“ e : 
The former, Agnes, from the ſenſe 
of what ſhe deemed proper, ſhe might 
do; but not to think of Helen, was - 
impoſſible: and though in ſpite of the | 
ſeverity of her mother, ſhe did non * 
regret her openneſs, ſhe was grieved 1 
inexpreſſibly, at the idea of ſeeing her 
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N Montgomery, deep, illibe- 
1 and cunning, knew too well the 


yielding diſpoſition of her daughter, 


not to make her act as ſhe pleaſed; 


And therefore, ungenerouſly impoſed 


on it. If Helen was really beautiful 
as repreſented, ſhe dreaded. her ſup- 
planting her daughters. 'To be known 
as the niece of Lord Montgomery, 
without being brought forward in the 
world, would excite blame; which | 


would wound that humanity ſhe made 


people believe ſhe poſſeſſed. With 


_ exaggerated circumſtances, ſhe there - 


fore repgated to her huſband all that 1 
had paſſed, to prevent * inter ourl: 
in future. 1 
Lady Montgomery, not _ fifty, 
Ril thought herſelf handſome; it was 
only within the two laſt years ſhe. had 
| ee her daughters to come out; 
CT ns N and 
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 tz8 HELEN S INC LAIR: 


and now reluctantly yielded the mock: 


admiration beſtowed on herſelf, . to 


them, who really were deemed fine wo- 
men. She was conſidered ſenſible by 
thoſe who knew not in what a bril- 


ant underſtanding conſiſted; and aſ- 
fuming a conſcious. cleverneſs and 
importance, perſuaded many, almoſt 


againſt conviction, ſhe had a ſuperior. 


mind, though often ſtaggered by all 
that was faid of Lady Montgomery,. 


1n their judgment, probably preſery- 


ed a contrary opinion of their own. 


She made a tender mother where her 


own intereſt did not claſh with her 
children's. But /e/f was the deareſt. 
perſon, and ſhe thought no ſacrifice 
too great from them to her. Solittle 


was ſhe generally beloved, ſhe poſſeſſ- 


ed not a friend of early years; not 
ww ww” 8 have beſtowed a 


. 


* NOVER 1 thy: 
fiph, had they been tolc of her death. 
The affection of the whole world ſeem- 
ed centered in the boſon of Het: 
daughter towards her. 

Lady Violette cared little for ker 
mother : immerſed in a continual vor-- 
1 of folly, far more pleaſant to 
her, than ſubmitting to the caprices 
of an old woman; fond of gaiety 
to an extreme, nothing ſtopt her in 
its career. Lady Violette certainly 
was very pretty, was much admired, 
and was always to be ſeen in the 
higheſt circles of faſhion. She dreſſ- 
ed with taſte, poſſeſſed an hte i ig 
3 ſhare of coquettry, with no feel- N 
ing at all; Lady Agnes's diſpoſition xi 
bearing no fimilitude to her own, ner i 
the ſmalleſt inclination for her put. 
ſuits, they ſeldom met but at table: . 
bor it was not always ſhe condeſcend- 5 IS ij 
ed to Join ber mother's party, and 1 
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HELEN. SINCLAIR: 


was ungenerous enough to laugh, at 
the filial duty her ſiſter beſtowed on 
Lady Montgomery. = | 

The viſit of Helen to Portman» D 


5 {quare had been talked over by the 


ſervants; and Lady Vaolette's woman 
eagerly communicated | all ſhe knew 
to. her Lady,, when ſhe attended her 
at night. I he ſucceeding morning 
at breakfaſt, Lord Montgomery, in-? 


fluenced by what his Lady had ſaid, 
a in the preſence of his family, inſiſted 


on Mort imer's not, on pain of his 
diſpleaſure, ſeeing Helen more; and 


. gave the ſame mandate to Agnes | 


Lady Violette, after attending to 


Tot: father, faid giddily,' © Not viſit 
my Lord, Miss Sinclair any more |— 
1 congratulate you, Mortimer, on your 
Quixotiſm ; alſo on your fortunate 
eſcape. The reſcue of a beauty was 


4 "NOVEL. 101 
rather = hazard8us undertaking: I ex- 
pected at leaſt you would have ſhi» + 
yered a lance in conſequence.” “ 
The days not only of Quixotiſm, 
but humanity, are paſt,” cried Mor- 
timer reſentfully ; © and your Lady- 8 
' ſhip does well, while you laugh at the 
done, not to admit of my putting 
yours to the teſt, for I greatly fear it 
vVvould not ſtand the trial not even 
towards ſo attractive an object as your 
neglected couſin, Miſs Sinclair.“ oo 
What ! when-ſhe has ſo eloquent 3 3 A 
an advocate as Lord Mortimer? 3 
Your preſent tenderneſs, howeverr, 
does you much honour, when in op- + 
poſition to your father! Well, I de- 
clare 1 ſhould like vaſtly to ſee the 
girl—I am told ſhe is a beauty. Do, RR 
Frederick, take me with you the next 2 . 2 3 
time you pay her a fly viſit.”  - 43 


a * 


% HELEN SINCLAIR: 
Af Mortimer dares,” cried Lord 
Montgomery angrily, * he is no more 
2 ſon.” g foro 
„ T {will unge returned Mort i- 
waer with ſpirit, © do what is honour- 
-able and proper;-and had you, my 
Lord, required as a wiſh, what you 
exact as a duty, you would not have 
found me unwilling to obey you. But 
1 to hear the 1rony of my ſiſter levelled 
EE: at a beautiful woman, who would do 
Fe honour to her friendſhip, is ſo unbe- + 
coming the gentleneſs of her ſex, 1 
-cannot- quietly keep my temper.” 
As ſhe pretty truly, Agnes? in- 
tterrupted Lady Violette, diſregarding 
wer brother; I dare ſay you have 
Caonceived a vaſt friendſhip for her, 
- therefore ſhe does not require mine, 
2s ſſhe like any of our family ?” 
+ 40 The reſemblance,” cried. Agnes, 
- 2 - 5 can 1 — 
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.'* can be of little conſequence to 
relations, in whom ſhe excites no in- 
tereſt; and my Father might be diſ- 


Pleaſed, were I to men 


aa” 


« And you think her very ami- 


able dr 


= 1 do. ” | ; 
ee Then I lay my 14155 tbe i is as ro- 


mantic, as whimſical as yourſelf — 
| Shall 1?” continued ſhe heedleſsly, 


* make intereſt with my Father to al · 
low Frederick, yourſelf, and this beau- | 


teous fair one, to ſpend the ſummer \. 
at 'Caſtle Sinclair, where you would 


wake the happieſt trio in the world ? 


Not even the gloomy woods would 


have any influence on ſuch immortal 


beings; and the little god Cupid 
would have gained ſuch full admiſ- 


ſion, he would be the darling com- 
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a4 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
panion of your favourite walks. I 
proteſt,” added ſhe, laughing, I. 


my pp 82 
8 * 
* 


in Hyde Park.“ 
8 DT 


{ſhould like to have a peep of you, on 

Eondition of not being obliged to 
make a quartette “ 
There would be little danger . | 
t, ſaid Lord Mortimer, fiercely; 


. _ harmony muſt ſubſide when 
4 Lady Violette Sinclair is preſent.“ 
| .. This girl,“ interrupted Lord 


Montgomery, ſeems to have turned 
all your heads. If I hear more about 


her, ſhe ſhall be placed far beyond 
Lord Mortimer's reach.“ : 


IJ am quite ennnuee,” exclaimed 
Lady Violette, of the ſubject, 
yawning violently—* ſo ſhall take 


; myſelf off to Miſs Staunton's, and 


have a view, not of the dead objects 
of Caſtle Sinclair, but the, fving ones 


A NOVEL. „ 


"The party broke up. With tears 3 
Lady Agnes deplored the loſs of He-  "_ 
len's acquaintance ; while Lord Mor. 
timer, out of all patience, ſhut him- 
ſelf * in his ſtudy. 


* 
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For ſeveral days with eager expec- 
tation Helen liſtened to every cars 
riage that paſſed, to every knock at ._ 
the door, in vain. Lord Mortimer, A 

Z Lady Agnes, came not. Her heart” . 28 Y 
ſunk with deſpondence, cruelly hurt 
at an abſence for which ſhe could give Ep 2 | 1 5 2 
no account. They had parted. witz 7 
the moſt flattering impreſſions to ap- 4 2 

24 pearance, which avowedly they 5 8 | 
3 declared: why then come not tocon- 
| vince her it was ſo? A thouſand | 1 
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146 HKLEN SINCLAIR: _. 
tmietmes did ſhe lament chance had 
3 thrown them in her way, for ſhe had 
x ſeen them only to deplore the depri: 

1 vation of ſociety ſo faultleſs, fo als 
ing. More ſenſible now than ever of 
the diſadvantages under which ſhe 
3 laboured; thrown amongſt indivi- 
=. «duals, whoſe minds were as: oppoſite 
E as theirs were kindred ; and blamed 
Hoy aus for à conduct they could 


_ ins impatient of :controul, 
bed notwithſtanding a heart open to 
BH - conviction : and had his father, in- 


ſtead of aſſuming auſterity, by ſharing 
ais confidence, liſtened to what he 
5 5 had to ſay in behalf of Helen, Mor- 
8 8 timer perhaps had been | perſuaded, 


= when family intereſt forbade it, to ſee 
EE 2 no more. But when no reaſon 


Vuas affigned for cold neglect to a 
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*friens les young woman, whale only 
fault ſeemed that of being too ami; 
able, he highly reſented the injury 
done her, and refolved to prove 
henceforth her honourable and ſtead 
friend. So cloſely however did hi- 
father keep him in ſight, that : 
was not for more than a fortnight 
after he dragged him into the coun- 
try he had power to eſcape his vigi- 
lance. Carefully then he did it; 
ee mr ag would be- 
fall His lovely couſin were it known 
he viſited her. While his father 
made a little excurſion on .buſineſs, 
he appeared ſo indifferent to the 
reſt of his family about what had 
Paſſed, they now believed him too 2 
volatile to think more of Miſs Sa. 8 "S = 
lair. gb TE ESR 


23D bus did a fortnight paſs equally - 
L2 uncom- 
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348 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
WY. uncomfortable to all parties; When 
one evening, while Helen was ſitting 
in her dreſſing-room (to which ſhe 
| had retired from a diſagreeable party 
below) ſhe was ſummoned to the 
parlour to a gentleman, whom the 1 
maaidl took care to inform thoſe in the 
dtrawing-room was the ſame hand- 
1 young Lord who brought Mig 1 
«té«%%ö& 1 
Y © - --Sally, who expected to give her an 
a -agreeable ſurprize, did not ſay who 


= 


* 


=: waited - on her; ſhe therefore opened 
tthe door with that indifference ſne 
felt to every. object ſhe expected to 


1 ſee. But when ſhe indeed beheld 
5 Mortimer, a bluſh of pleaſure aroſe 
n her cheek, and her: eyes ſpoke the 
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meſs foreign to her heart, and with a 


ſtiff courtely,. “ hoped he was well.“ 


( As well, 5 cried | he warmly, * As as 


f 4 m man can be, whoſe wiſhes have been 


continually oppoſed,. and whom one 


mortifying circumſtance or another 


has deprived till this moment of the 
happineſs of ſeeing Miſs Sinclair.” 

Is Lady Agnes in towp ?” _ 

* She is; and had ſhe known of 
my viſit, would have charged me with 
a thouſand affectionate remembrances 
to you.“ : 

And knows the not of 15 my 
Lord ?” returned Helen with ſur- 
prize, © or does ſhe ſo ſoon repent f 


Ld 


thoſe too flattering aſſurances ſhe gave 7 


me of an acquaintance,. in which I 


promiſed. myſelf ſo much pleaſure?” , 


we Who could willingly relinquiſh 


Mils Sinclair 5 acquaintance that once 


„„ 3. has 
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c HELEN" SIN LAIR: 
has Koen her! Do not Agnes ſuct- 
injuſtice; ſhe admires you hardly leſs: 

"than her brother. We are all, alas Fc 

in ſome meaſure the ſlaves of preju- 

_ dice and habit; and are led by it, 

even againſt convittion, againſt rea- 
fon!” 

, Then I find, my 1000, your fa- 

mily are ignorant of your being here, 

. though you poſſeſs too much delicacy 

408 deelare it. If Lord Montgomery 
oeppoſes your ſiſter's ſeeing me, you 
muſt pardon, Sir, my ſaying, the ho- 

5 Bour 1 ſhould conſider you otherwiſe: 

2 conferred on me, 1 muſt I 0 

1 forbid. . „ 

What have I to do with my MN 

_ bert quarrels * If my mother chooſes . 
to. interfere with Agnes, 1 am ſorry, 

A — - bit will never comply* with any un- 

4; = _ reaſonable injunction, while i in 8 5 
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1 A NO VE I. 15 151 
tion to the wiſhes of my heart. 1 
acknowledge, my lovely couſin, they 
know not of my being here. Lord 
Montgomery, after 1 ſaw. you, in- 
treated, compelled me to go out of 
town. When you became the ſubject 
of converſation, I will not wound the 
delicacy of your feelings, by ſaying, 
no reaſonable cauſe could I obtain 
for the humiliating circumſtances in 
which I ſee you placed ; ; the mere 
| reſult of deep prejudice, of rooted. 
diſcord—the bane of friendſhip ! the - 0 
antidote to virtue! Confider the 


chen, » added he, with much delicac); 


dear Miſs Sinclair, as your friend ry 
look on me as the repreſentative of 
my father; as one deeply intereſted 


in all that relates to your comforts r Þ 
enjoyments. Would to nnn 1 


. HELEN" SINCLAIR: | 
promote them! Think me not im- | 
© pertinent if J aſk, what are the peo- 
3k ple with. whom you live? Whether 
4 you like your home; or if any thing 
Paou can point out will render it more | 
n oo 
The energy of Mortimer's ſtyle 
and manner, though Helen ſtood. | 
b proof againſt it, won on her extreme- 
; and his fine eyes were fixed on 


3 w ber; with that ſpeaking eloquence _ 5 
3 conveyed in an intelligent facſde. 
„„When we cannot praiſe, my © 


Lord,“ ſaid ſhe, I have read, we 1 
= © ought to be ſilent quite. It is hardly | 
fair, either to judge of a perſon _ 
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le Did my father place you witkr 


fuck a woman ?” =—_ 
His queſtion raiſed a bluſh. He- 1 
len; from the way it was aſked, ſaw : * 


| he was diſguſted with her. She he- 

2. | fitated to reply: but at length added, 

1 « By my requeſt I came here—yet T 

1 knew Mrs. Clayton only by name.“ 

cc By whom was ſhe recommended * 

” Yet perhaps Þ am impertinent. T 

j have no privilege to-aſk queſtions, ſo 

early an acquaintance does not au- 

thorize. If you think me ſo, at leaſt 

forgive it, in excuſe for an intereſt 
I cannot diveſt myſelf of. 


Again Helen bluſhed; and, ſtam- 2 
mering, ſaid, © Mrs. Clayton i is ſiſter i 
WA phyſician at „„ 1 
Mortimer obſerved the ſuffuſion of " = 
| her countenance ; he believed his cu- _ © 2 
>< | riokity | had occaſioned it, and there- : 5 "72 * 17 
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154 HELEN SINCLAIR: 


fore remained e ſilent for ome 
minutes. f 0 . 

_ Helen, recovering her compoſure, 
faid, Were it under the ſanction of 
Lord Montgomery, I might hope for 
the countenance and advice of your 
family, what pleaſure would it give 
me! as it is, I can only lament the 
eruel fatality that hangs on my deſ- 
tiny, on every event in which I hoped 
for pleaſure. But never ſhall it be 
faid, Helen Sinclair has eſtranged any 
one from that obedience due to a 
parent; nor can I, my Lord, think 
myſelf doing right, were I to ee you 
more. Let us therefore conſider 
what is paſt as a dream of fancy; and 
while only a few days ſince Lady 
Agnes and yourſelf ſcarcely knew 
there was ſuch a being as your cou- 
firs it will be ealy. to think 1o fl". 
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Who by no one act have never offended 
them, but bears with patient meek- 
neſs every negle& and unkindneſs, 


ſweet couſin, to be happy, till the 


but meditated diſobedience muſt carrx 1 8 


A NOVEL: 37-0 
1102 Wild and impoſſible! cried: 
Mortimer with vehemence. Where 

parents forget what is due to relations, 


they cannot blame their children, if, 
miſled by prejudice alſo, though from 
a different ſource. Were we not, my 


force of exemplary conduct were our 13 : 
guide, how few would be ranked in 145 
the number of the bleſt 1”. 8 

« To err,” cried ſhe, © ding; Jl 
hardly the moſt perfect can avoid; y 


a wound to the conſcience, not even 
the pureſt enjoyments can do away 


our parents in a magnifying wil 
their foibles 1 in partial obſcurity; we 
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may avoid the one, while we oughtto- 
emulate the other.“ | 
<< By heavens,” exclaimed he in 
"RW “ you are an angel. Who 
taught you ſuch ſentiments? 
They are not difficult my lord of 
acquirement. If you endeayour to 
ö act under the regulation of a monitor 
you have within, Jam perſuaded 
you will not greatly err; for did we 
reflect before the impulſe of the mo- 
ment were our guide, we ſhould: look 
more to the hereafter.” | 
Thus was Helen talking to Mor- 
tir when the ſervant came in to lay 
the cloth for ſupper; it was near eleven 
o'clock. If,“ ſaid Mortimer, Idon't 
bid you good night, Mrs. Clayton will 
turn me away; will you not permit me 
to wait on oy: ſoon Again, w ſweet 
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pany above will wonder what is be- 


come of me; neither do I ſee any | 


pleaſure to either, can reſult from our 
meeting again, therefore, I bid you, 


Sir, a long adieu; and beg you to aſſure 
Lady Agnes of of warmeſt 9 


wiſhes!““ 
With precipitancy ſhe ali thi 


room: Mortimer, unable to detain her, 


rang for his carriage, into which he 
ſtept, enchanted with the mild dig- 


nity, the ſtrong ſenſe, and ſweet reſig- 


nation diſplayed in every look and 
word of Helen's. 

Softly ſhe ſtole to ber 0 to 
eſcape the rude inquiries, the ſcrutini- 
ſing eyes of the party above; not idle 
in conjectures about the gentleman 
with whom ſhe had ſo long been tete- 

: — One laughed at her affected 
— demureneſs, 


* NOVEL ' ay 


1 Indeed, my lord, I have liſtened 
too long to you already. The com- 


rk, 2 1 wee her 
beauty, while another ſwore ſhe was 


divinely handſome; if ſhe was not ſo 
proud, as to receive no ſatisfaction 
from thoſe ee to pay her a com- 
Pliment. Sbe had however an advo- 


cate in Ain Clliytos, whomaly loved 


. 
her. 
0 


She. excuſed: herſelf from ſupper. | 


"Now alone, ſhe ran over all that had 


fire; To ſee Lord Mortimer no 


more, was a. conſequence due to her- 


ſelf; but by no means a duty ſhe con- 
ſidered the owed her uncle. Accuſ- 


tomed all her life, till ſhe came to 
London, to the moſt perfect ſecluſion, 


ſhe could only draw the compariſon 


between thoſe ſhe had ſeen of Mrs. 


Clayton's acquaintances, and her cou- 


ſins, whoſe manners, words, and ideas, 
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were ſo oppoſite. She could hardly 
credit the force of education, united 
with high birth, could form indivi- 5 
duals ſo different. And the captivat- - 
ing form and manners of Lord Mor- 
timer, had a more powerful influence 
over her mind, from having converſed 
with few men, than they otherwiſe 
| would. She felt grateful for his zeal 
* towards her, though ſhe condemned 
' . his ſentiments on ſome occaſions, as 
:ſhe had the diſcernment to obferve 
they were governed by ſelf- will. She 
conſidered all hope of intercourſe; 
now at an.end with her uncle's family. | 
The loſs of Lady Agnes's friend- \- 5 
ſhip ſhe bitterly lamented; it had 
been her ſweeteſt ſolace, and the idea 
ſhe had cheriſhed, till ſhe could nat 
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CHAP. XII. 


1 panel with the cruelty 
of Lord Montgomery, ſhe read over 


ſome letters that had paſſed between 


him and her father, at the time of his 
union with her mother; and after 
weeping over them for ſome time, 
turned to her little caſket for their 
miniatures. Great was her diſmay to 
find them gone. After paſſing a ſleep- 
leſs night, ſhe determined to have re- 
courſe to Mrs. Clarke, as the only 
likely means to recover them; and 
at an early hour went to Greſvenor- 
ſquare. She had pot the trouble to 
knock at the door, for at it ſtood two 
ſmart footmen, who were looking at 
her with a broad fare. Helen co- 
ouring voolently, aſked, if Mrs. Clarke 
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was at home ? The man he addreſſed, 5 
with an impertinent grin, put his head 
under her hat, and ſeized her hand. 1 
Shocked at ſuch brutality, ſhe was 
haſtily retiring, when the other ſald, 
'I ſhew you, my dear, to Mrs. 
Clarke,” and conducted her down ſtairs 
| to the houſekeeper's room. Helen's | 
buſineſs was ſoon ſettled; M rs. Clarke 


gave her ſatisfaction about the Winia-' 
tures; and after fittinghalfan hour, ſhe 


aroſe to depart. Croſſing the hall, a 


lady who ſeemed the owner of the 


manſion paffed her; but on obſerving 2 
a young woman of genteel appearance 


aſcend the lower ſtair-caſe, at once 
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15 
with an eye of curioſity, ſtopt ſhort, 
and when ſhe was gone, eagerly de- 
manded where ſo lovely a creature 
came from. Mrs. Clarke cheerfully 
related Helen's ory, and in ſo fa- 
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via Villier' s not only pitied her, but 
«was, aſtoniſhed at all ſhe heard. She 


* 4 E444 


-viſited the Montgomery family. Co- 


lonel Sinclair ſhe well remembered as 


4 the choſen friend of her father; and 


. though then but a mere girl, had been 
taught the greateſt reſpect and regard 
for him. Of a heart warm and filled 
with ſenſibility, the unprotected ſtate 
of his orphan daughter, whoſe appear 
ance, united with. what the had heard, 
intereſted her greatly.; determined 
her at once to become her friend; 
and ſo eager was. he to put her plan i in, 
execution, the next morning carried. 
her to Mount-ſtrect. A loud rap at 
the door Helen FINE oclaimed 
no other viſitor than Mortimer; but 
the parlour door ed, and 


3 * 
i 


A N i 1 Is 


to ET with a look of infinite 
ſweetneſs, and gracefully courteſying, 


placed herſelf by her, ſaying, * Had 1, 
Mifs Sinclair, known the honour you 


did my houſe yeſterday, by viſiting 
it, a more proper reception ſhould 


have awaited the daughter of the Co- 
lonel, whoſe name I avail myſelf of, 
at this moment, as an apology and 


introduction for this intruſion. The 
deſire I felt, when Mrs. Clarke told 
me who you were, to obtain the fas 
vour of your acquaintance, is the only 
excuſe, I can offer, for breaking in on 


A retirement, which if 1 miſtake not; 


I ſhall be frequently tempted to do, 
and ſteal upon, if you'll r the | 
company of an old woman.” 


Helen, ſurpriſed by each Sand the 


heard, was infinitely delighted with 
the manners of a Lady, i in whoſe gl -- 
TREES 
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8 ſeen her before, ſh#n 
be Lady Olivia Villiers, a woman, 
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dreſs was: blended ſuch politeneſs and 
delicacy ; and though all recollection 
at -frſt had eſe: ap 


2d her, of having 
now knew. her to 


whoſe virtues ſhe had been prepared 


to love, and whoſe general Air was faſ⸗ 
cinating. 


. That a Found 12 my fathers,” : 


| returned Helen, tearspfilling her eyes, 
_ <. ſhould indeed claim acquaintance. 
with me, is a, happineſs I could not. 


have hoped for; and that your La- 
dyſhip ſhould condeſcend to TUG: me, 
is an honour I as little deſerve.” 
She me you deſerve it, by pro- 
miſing to dine with me to-morrow. 
I will call early. A corner of my 
coach will be at your command.” 
Four invitation, Madam, is too 


= flattering not to enn I ſhall be 


proug to attend you.“ 
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To- morrow, my dear Miſs Sin- 
clair; I will be with you at two o'clock; 
till then adieu. IT have ſome viſits to 
pay, not half ſo pleaſant Jaſſure you, 
5 this one has proved.“ | 

Her ladyſhip ſhook hai: with 
Helen, and departed. Surpriſe and 
plea! ure were for ſometime predomi- 5 
nant in her boſom. Charmed with © | 
the elegance, the affability of Lady _ A 
Olivia, ſhe now looked forward to 

the agreeable ſociety: of an accom- 

pliſhed, amiable woman, untainted _ AY 
with the pride of her own family, un» , , 
biaſſed by narrow prejudice. Lady ; 
Olivia, indeed, had called herſelf an 
old woman: it was unjuſtly ;- being 
only in her fortieth year. Her figure 
in early youth lofty and commanding, = 
but now thin and emaciated, ſtill rfen 
tain the traces of 2 . form, highly: 3 
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_ Intereſting. The langour of her coun-- 
tenance bore. teſtimony of ill health, 
and a broken ſpirit. Her eyes dark 


- hazel, ſhone with a benignant ſweet- 
neſs, which, notwithſtanding all their 


fre was gone, were very beautiful. 
The tones of her voice were exqui- 
fitely touching: their harmony in- 
deed accorded not with the ſadneſs 


of her face; but ſpoke her heart the 


throne of ſenſibility. Her attire was 
| ſo ſimple, ſhe might have been taken 
br a quaker, had it not been of the 


fineſt muſlin and lace, nor had Helen 
ever ſeen one ſo entirely dreſt to pleaſe 


. 
wh ber N acquaintance, and happy 


in having it in her power to contri- 

bute to the enjoyments of a deſerv- 

young woman; reſolved, if He- 
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len improved as much on a further 
knowledge, to have her frequently at 
her houſe, for ſhe delighted to pro- 
tet the amiable and friendleſs. 3 
The next day ſhe called on Helen 
at the hour appointed, and ordered 
her coach to drive to the park. The 
peaceful ſerenity of Helen's mind, 
ſhone in her face, and her converſa- 
tion flowed with a modeſt unreſtraint, 
that diſcovered a cultivated under- . 
ſtanding, and a depth of book know- 
ledge. Mrs. Sinclair, had received- 
her education through the medium of. 
her father; and it had heen the plea- 
ſure of her life to impart that know 
ledge, that love of virtue, that emu- 
lation to good herſelf had been taught, 
in the beſt manner to her daughter. © 
Fhe purity of Helen's inind, unvitiated 
| . faſhion, diſplayed itſelf in her ob⸗ 
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268 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
&rvations and remarks ; and when 


' ſhe expreſſed a taſte for fine paint- 
ings, Lady Olivia took her firſt to So- 


merſet Houſe, and from thence to the 
Shakeſpear gallery. Between five and 


fix o'clock they returned home; when 


Helen did not fail to gratefully thank . 
Mrs, Clarke, who was rejoiced to ſee 
her young lady ſo noticed. At fix 
o'clock, they ſat down to a repaſt, 
ſerved in a ſtyle of magnificence ſhe 
never ſaw diſplayed before, but where 


_ eaſe and good humour prevailed; 
and found true politeneſs conſiſted 


not in cold ceremonious form. After 


the cloth was removed, coffee was 
brought; and ſo ſwiftly had the hours 


moved on, it was ten o'clock before 


. ſhe ſeemed almoſt ſeated, nor could 


thee avoid expreſſing her ſurpriſe. 
* It Was ndoods ” replied Lady 
5 Olivia, 
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Olivia, having rather too much con- 


fidence in my powers of entertain- 


ment, to invite you rete-d-tete; but 
my conſtitution, impaired by a train 
of ſorrow, has received a ſhock, that 


admits of my ſeldom mingling in the 


gay world ; and indeed as little have 
I the inclination. Thoſe of high rank 
are frivolous, vain, unfeeling ; while 
| thoſe of the middling claſs, are arro- 
gant, purſe-proud, 1-bred : ſo that 
abſolutely quarrelling with half the 
world, I muſt have beings formed 


to my with, or renounce ſociety in- 


tirely.“ 


e dogs your ſentiments, Madam, ac- 
cord with mine, little as I am com- 
petent to judge. Yet, never have I 
found any ſociety faultleſs, fince I 
_— the peaceful retirement of 
former 


85 How exactly,” —_ Helen, 
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to HELEN SINCLAIR: 
former happy days, ſpent under the - 
guidance of a woman, who was wirh- 
out a fault. Accident once threw me 
into a part of my uncle's family. A. 
ſource, alas! only of mortification - 
and diſquiet; when intitled to all 
their protection, I have found it leaſt.” 
She then ran over the events of her 
life; ſherelated her interview, to which 
her ladyſhip liſtened with anger and 
ſurpriſe, - * I viſit the family,” ex-- 
claimed ſhe, .< your uncle poſſeſſes 
many of the excellent qualifications 
| of your father, were he not impla- 
& - cable in the higheſl degree. Lady 
M.ontgomery is weak, vain, narrow- 
fouled; while Lady Violette, with all 
the mother, has twice her ſenſe, and 
all her illiberality. Had Lady Ag- 
nes been educated any where but at 
Apo ſhe had been far more amiable; | 
though wy 


l | = BEET, * 4 _— 
A R 1 8 8 * F 
* | | ' — A 
4 2 Lol q "LF 1 = * — 
ö Ace add & 4 Wo | K ” 

4 , 8 2 p Y — - 

* : X * 
& 1 

2 ” 
; 5 ' % 


> LOI ESL A rats $f 


8 1 by „ : - * 
| . 
\ i 
} 
* 


Ac rr 


| A NOVEL. 9 
Auch 1 hardly know a more charm- 
ing woman when ſhe pleaſes, Her 
faults originate not with herſelf: the 
is too much under the dominion-of 
an old woman, who val her not 
as ſhe ought. Filial affeckion is the 
firſt duty of life it adds the brighteſt. 
luftre /to every virtue; without it 
no character canbe-amiable: but when 
a payent eſtimates not that affection | 
with the tenderneſs becoming her cha- . 
racter, one is apt to regret the health 
and youth of a ſweet girl being ſa- 
erificed to caprice and ill humour; 
though it is a ſacrifice that oug/ to 
be paid, however unreaſonable. 1 \ 
ſhould,” continued ſhe, looking arch- 
ly at Helen, © aſk your opinion of 
Lord Mortimer, ere I venture to place | 
him 1n the group before you. * be a 
not irreũſtible 1 5 
Without 2 


wes. BRA 
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Without changing colour, the res. 


Wed, * he is a man of a captivat- 


ing addreſs, and ſeems to Pofſeſs. _ 


good qualities.” 


Indeed, he is amongſt thiei beſt 


of the nobility of the preſent day. 


In form, he is an Adonis; and with- 


out inheriting all the prudence of a 
Mentor, is, Laffure you, a very excel - 
lent young man. Were you to ſet 
your cap at him, and not in vain, I 


dare ſay, it would be; I ſhould rank 
him very happy in ſuch an election. 
Some day I hope to preſent to you 


my ſon; but I view him with a mo- 


ther's fondneſs, therefore will not draw 
the portrait, leſt. it ſhould fade when. 


you ſee him.” 


I knew nat your lady hip had 
ſon ; ; 18 he 1 in town?“ | 
5 les no, ' cried ſhe, with F . 
Sh, oe ö 


Could I be ſo ſelfiſh to think Mon- 
tague Villiers was to live only for my- 


ſelf? and that if bleft with his ſociety. 
I was depriving” him of thoſe advan- 


tages a young man of his rank ought. 


glory in my ſon he has been the ſap- 
port, the ſolace of my age! I mar- 


ried, my dear Miſs Sinclair, at ſeven- 


teen. It was an union of affection, of 
congenial ſouls. Three years were 
my days unclouded by a ſingle ſor- 
row—Bliſs too exquiſite to taſte, un- 
mixed, on earth! But one only fault-, 
had my Villiers; that was a fatal pro- 
penſity to gaming, in which he had 


been encouraged when a very young 


man, and which not even toe firmneſs 


of his mind ſtood proof againſt. His 
fortune large, unencumbered, felt not 


for ſome time its baneful influence, 
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174 HELEN. SINCLAIR: 


till in one luckleſs night he loſt his 
paternal eftate—that « eſtate, on which, 
ſince our union, we had enjoyed the 
ſweeteſt years together. My jointure; 


my fortune, Were till, untouched. 
5 The generoſity of his nature withheld 
from me the tale. Surely. Phrenzy 
ſhook his brain, when, i in a fatal hour, 
be completed my vretehedneſs, by 
: terminating an exiſtence on which my 


own,hung. Oh! the horror of that 
moment when wounded bleed ing 
="; eee he ee in . 
arms WT 

| Sobs and tears 5 ſome time inter- a 
rupted Lady Olivia; ; who on regain- 
ing ber compoſure, continued: Thus 
you ſee, my ſweet young friend, it is 
not the high, the affluent alone are 


happy, and our greateſt. comforts muſt 


be productive of our deepeſt woes. 
5 3 15 | Since 


A NOVELL © oy 


Bine 1 I have touched 
on ſo fad a ſubject (for ſurely I ought 

to have choſen a gayer) I will cloſe CS 

it, by telling you my ſon was then | 

only two years old; and my dear little 

girl, whom I was nurſing, became an 

angel in heaven. The ſhock I ſuſ- 

tained was too much for my reaſon; 

Ait fled its throne;—1 ſunk into an i 
apathy, from which the infantine ca- 
reſſes of my child alone had power to 
5 rouſe me. 1 Was carried to my . fa- 
ther's, Lord de Willoughby's, in Suf- 

- folk, where, by parental ſoothings, and. 
the fight of my boy (who had: been 
taken from me) I in a_twelvemonth 
- ſo entirely recovered, that, though my 
- conſtitution was ſbattered, my father _ 
inſiſted on my returning to. town. anqſd 
mingling in ſome degree with the . 
"wares whicl , during his*hfe-time, I. 
compelled 


2 


, a r _ 
l n "= 6 ELD e * 
2 1 *% TP | a n x data I * * COT > N * Drin — * 
e.. Zee As — F * e ney 8 4 : © 
Po 1 — — 22 2 y 7 yy 8 WW ne: l x 
— * Le i _ . 1 4 N * . a % ” a \ N * 
- — ty ne 22 © = k — r — C as. Mee rd WY" — — — — 
—— — 7 + n — ns jeg. . — Da —oene — r 
"1 — * FR * a had 5 
I N 8 by q F Ing ab 4% .. = 
. 5 vs 7 * * . g D 
5 ww 7 F 9 _— 4 + —__ 
o 4 '1 — 


270 HELEN SINCLAIR: 


8 to do, to pleaſe bim. 

My fon has been two years abſent : 

he at preſent is in Switzerland.” N ext 
autumn I expect him home.“ 

- Helen thanked Lady Olivia for her 
narration. - As it grew late, ſhe wiſhed FE 
her good night; when her Ladyſhip 
ſent her home. Mrs. Clayton's man- 


ners appeared by no means to advan- 


tage after the ſociety the had quitted; 


but her intentions towards Helen 
were ſo kind, ſhe could not be un- 


grateful for- them; and they ſeparated 
at twelve - 0 . een ; aj 


It was not immediately Miah \cloſed 


her eyes to ſleep; her thoughts reſted 
on the converſation of the day. Lady 


Olivia's narrative had impreſſed her 
deeply. In her ſhe beheld much re- 


ſignation amidft the greateſt ſufſering; 


„ | and 


A NOVEL © 7 15 


+ 


and a woman, whoſe ran; youth; 
and beauty, had ſunk not in vain re- 
pinings, but from too delicate a frame, 
under its preſſure. _ © If then,” ex- 
claimed Helen, one who ſeemed 


the favourite of Heaven, who might 


have been held up as the example of 
every. virtue, as an object of envy to 
the world, could not eſcape this ſcene 


of ſorrow, who can hope to be ex- 


empt? To expect it were vain, ſince 
it would be to revert the order of 
Providence; and we have only to 
yield with becoming fortitude to his 


| mild correction.“ 0 
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178 "HELEN SINCLAIR: 
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F eHA Tf. MI. 
LADY Or1via, who promiſed to ſee 
Helen again ſoon, failed not to be as 
good as her word. Only a few days 
elapſed, when ſhe invited her to make 
-one at her route, as a novel ſcene to 
her young friend. -Indeed, her Lady- 
hip had another motive: the Mont- 
_ gonery family were to attend; and 
| the was Pleaſed in being able to exult 
Dyer fo much Arrogance, levelled at an 
| amiable girl. She however concealed 
This circumſtance, at the fame time 
ſparing no expence to ſet her off to 
the beſt advantage ; ; and fetched her 
on purpoſe in her carriage the day 
before, when ſhe preſented her with 
'2 dreſs ſuitable. for the occaſion. He- 
blen, ſenſible of the ſavour conferred 
on n her, 1 in being thus patronized, not- 
oh vichticding 
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withſtanding looked forward with 
more curioſity than pleaſure enn 
n; 5 oi 0 not 
nine, her Ladyſhip's doors were 
thrown open, and Helen followed her, 
faſhionably attired in flight mourning, 
into the drawing- room. It was near 
ten before the rooms began to fill; 
and ſhe beheld with amazement a | 
+ paſſing courteſy alone diſtinguiſh Lady / 
Olivia from a ſet of people, many of We: bY 


„ pen ſhe; ſermed dee eee, | 
2 It was a mode of viſiting, from which —_ 3 ; 
ſhe thought little pleaſure could be 1 3 

detived; and which ſtruck her as ſo 

abſurd the could badly farbear Mi, = 
ing, | She ſaw parties form them 
ſelves at cands, with little ecemony 3 
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o HELEN SINCLAIR: 
ſelf at a diſtance in a vacant chair, 
Lady Olivia paid Helen all the atten- 
tion ſo wide a circle would permit, 
and was introduced to ſeveral; but a 
bold ſtare was all ſhe received from 


the ladies ; though ſhe did not want 
attention from the gentlemen, who all 
crowded around her. 

At eleven o'clock Puy Movigo- 
mery entered the rooms, followed by 
the Earl, Lord Mortimer, and her 


younger daughter. Chance directed 


Lady Agnes to an unoccupied ſeat by 
Helen, whole agitation encreaſed to a 


very uncomfortable degree. Morti- 


mer had left the party, and ſhe loſt 
ſight of him inſtantly on his coming 
into the room. Uneertain whether 
ſhe ought to addreſs her couſin, ſne 
was heſitating what to do, when a look 


en Lady . amade Lac 


= 
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Agnes turn to obſerve her, and Helen, 
courteſying, hoped ſhe was well. 5 
A havghty inclination of the hedd. 
with, © 1 have not the honour, Ma- 8 
dam, to recolle& you, ſo petrified = 
poor Helen, that though ſhe could i 
have cried with vexation, found cou 
rage to reply with ſpirit, Your La-  ' e 
dyſhip does well to check my pre: 
ſumption ; and I hope you'll forgive 
an error 1 ſhall not again fall into.” IS 
The truth was,. that Lady Agnes 9 
really at firſt did not know her; tha, 
when ſhe did, the fear of her mother, | 
joined to her own vexation, made her 85 1 
deny all recollection of her; and He- 9 3 
len was immediately going to riſe, _ 3 
| when Lady Olivia. approached, who; _' 
taking the hand of Helen, led her ' 4 
towards Lady Montgomery, with theſes 
words—* I fancy, Madam, your; do 
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192 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
Ef 755 25 wet know this young lady, elſe you 
2 Would recognize in the perſon of Miſs 

Sich the niece of Lord Montgo- 

merf, whom I feel proud in preſent- 

ing 60 your Ladyſhip; nor do 1 
= doubt of her being received with all 
BY that courteſy fo much her due.” 
Halen trembled, bluſhed, and 1 
1 would have retired, but was ſtill de- 

his was an attack her Ladythip =; 

was not | Fhepared for. To meet the 5 
obſcure Helen in ſuch ſociety, to 


= =. have her preſented to her by a woman 4 
=_ not higher in rank than reſpectabi- * 3 


=  lity, and openly declared the niece of 
ber huſband, fo fluſtrated all her 
plans, ſhe would confidentially have 
denied the connection, but ſtrack — | 
with the reſemblance ſhe bore her fa- 5 
mily, could not hazard fo! dangerous 
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nun aſſertion, and therefore coldly re- 
plied, © Miſs Sinclair is fortunate in 
your Ladyſhip's countenance and fa- 


vour ;'”—while Lady Agnes, to whom 
ſhe next was preſented, bluſned deep- 
ly, and confuſedly ſaid, © Pardon, 
Madam, my not recollecting you ; 1 
hope I ſee you well?“ 
. * Thoſe,” cried Lady Olivia, © who 
look at Miſs Sinclair need ſcarcely aſk 
the queſtion ; though I dare venture 
to alledge ſhe will be even ſtill better, 
if acknowledged the couſin of Lady 
Agues. I cannot, my dear,” added 
ſhe to Helen, © leave you in better 
hands, till I have Ao my devoirs to 


ſome of my company? 


Never were three people more con- 
fuſed: Helen ſpoke not—Lady Mont- 
gomery looked malicious — and her 


—_— changed colour 3 2 2 L 
| : 3 on. 


* 4 


HELEN SINCLAIR: 
But after a few minutes her Ladyfhip 
with Agnes aroſe, after ſaying to He- 
len, in a voice ſhe meant to intimi- 
date, Your aſſurance, Miſs Sinclair, 
in daring to ſhew yourſelf in ſuch 
circles, my Lord will ſoon put an end 
to; it is little becoming either your 
fortune or ſituation. If you think we 
are to ſupport you in it, you were 6 
never more miſtaken .... 
Helen would have replied, but her 
Ladyſkip was out of fight ; and the 
next moment a ſtranger approached 
her. He was an elderly man; but 
his dreſs bore contraſt to his grey 
locks, diſtorted by faſhion, and his 
withered countenance had a daubing 
of rouge, to her perfectly horrible. 
He placed himſelf by her, and ſaid ſo. 
many ridiculous things, accompanied 
th ſuch high- flown compliments, 
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that though at firſt they 6 a 
ſmile, it now occurred to her he was 


making her the ſubject of ridicule, 
and ſhe became quite uncomfortable; 


till relieved by two ladies, who arm in 
arm advanced to where they were. 


They were dreſſed in the extreme of 


faſhion ; their cloathing was barely 
decent ; and on their heads were ſuch 
a profuſion of feathers, as to be al- 
moſt countleſs. When involuntarily 
ſhe raiſed her eyes to look at them, 
each had a glaſs pointed. towards her, 
with the moſt 1mpertinent curioſity. 


The talleſt, who was really pretty, 
ſtepping forward, ſaid, with an af- 


fected liſp, at the ſame time tapping 
the gentleman with her fan, What 


2 ſad creature you are, my Lord; 
Averilla and I have been ſearching 
the rooms this half hour for you, 
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16 HELEN SINCLAIR. 


and 5 — are quietly ſeated in a cor- 
ner. Oh fie! I thought 25 more 
? ellen on 

The Duke of Stafford 3 


forgot Helen, and aroſe. You. 
know, cried he, with aſſumed ten- 


derneſs, the unfortunate abſence I 
poſſeſs; and therefore will pardon, 
charming Lady Violette Sinclair, the 
omiſſion I have been guilty of, and. 
| honour me with your commands.” 

elt would be fair, after ſuch a 


ſlight, not to give you them; would 


it not, Averilla?” 

Les, indeed. However we'll hs: 
give you, my Lord, if you'll come 
and make a table at caſſino. - 

* What have you done with oy 
Agnes * faid the Duke. 1 
„Who? my demure ſiſter ?—as 
| uſual, in Finding ſtrings, n and 


1 
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have juſt looked in at Lady MPs, 
at Mrs. Stanley's, at Mrs. Harvey's, 
and then came here. What ſays your 
Grace to Ranelagh to night? I ſhould; 
like of all things to go away ſoon 
from this horrid ſtupid place, for all 
the old cats in the nation are ſurely: 
aſſembled ; and if you and Mortimer 
will chaperone us, we ſhall be under 
an excellent eſcort.” 


J am always,” cried the Das 


bowing, * at your Ladyſhip's devo- 
tion.“ | 

The party now moved off; „e 
Duke not noticing Helen, wWho re- 


a garded him With the moſt | perfeck 


contempt. Good heaven! then,“ 
thought ſhe, © is this my couſin, Lady 
Violette; and is it thus ſhe ſpeaks of 
her amiable ſiſter ? and does faſhion 
ſanction ſuch improper freedom of 
addreſs? 1 


i 


Ld 
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r8 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
addreſs ?” Amazed at all ſhe ſaw; 
ſhe could only ſet down thoſe of haut 
ton, if the beſt bred, the moſt eaſy, 
depraved people of the age. 
Not many moments had they left 
her, before Mortimer ſtood before her. 
Heavens! exclaimed he in a voice 
of rapture, * do I really ſee you here? 
How could I conjecture, how hope 
for ſuch a happineſs! Report indeed 
bas been buſy, and ſpread wide in all 
the rooms the charms of my lovely 
couſin. The general queſtion has 
been, Have you ſeen the beautiful Miſs 
S1incLAiR? I have been aſked it a 
thouſand times. I knew not ſuch 
another face in the world; and though. 
I ſcarcely dared hope it was you, came _ 
hither to ſee if I was miſtaken.” ... 
* Surely, my Lord,” returned He- 
3 ene ar the re is a contaminated 
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air in the circles of faſhion, fince every 
man breathes nothing but flattery. 
My ears already are pained with it. 


The Duke of Stafford ou been _ 
ing abſolute love to me.“ 
« Believe not a word he * 


He is too inſignificant to think of. 
Surely you would not draw a compa- 
riſon between his ſincerity and mine, 


when no language can convey what 
my ſentiments are of you Tell me 


to what happy chance I am nn | 
for ſeeing you here. Footy 


. -6 Talk more cation, and 1 will. 


4 am not uſed to ſuch wild enthuſi- 
aſtic e dich and muſt _— this con- 


tagious air.“ | 


„Who can look: at; idk ſpeak to 
you, and not believe 8 in hea- 


ven !—But Pl] liſten to you.” « 


She then explained her acquaint- 
I - 
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ance with Lady Olivia, told him 


of her introduction to his mother and 
fiſter, and her rencontre with 
Violette.“ 

ee And LIN your opinion TENG 
women of the preſent day 2?” = 
That faſhion leyels all: diſtinc- 
tion. The men confider themſelves 
lovers at fourſcore, the women young 


girls at fifty. Age has loſt all reſpec- 


tability. Confidence 1 1s the happieſt 
introduction; modeſty is thrown into 
the ſhade, and will ſoon be baniſhed 
ſociety altogether. Diffidence is con- 
ſidered ee and ſerioutneſs 
inſipidity. 2 124 | 3-94 


« But has. 1 Miſs Sorkin, 


zeopledo ?—Born, brought upun- 
der the character you deſcribe, were 


| J, with even inclination to do it, to 
Ay from this vortex of folly, ſhould 


1s. 1 not 


grace. May Iaſk who js ſhe ?“ 


eee 3 
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I not be laughed at, gelle —1 
not my ſiſter Agnes called ridiculous, 
awhilſt Violette, with not half her x vir- 


tues, is all the rage? 


4 And will not a Cnfible dl 1 
ſuperiour to ſuch folly? Has Provi- 


_ dence given us talents, and under- 


ſtandings to enjoy thoſe comforts, 


-which we throw from us as taſteleſs 


and inſipid, becauſe faſhion does not 
lead the way? But this is to you a 
ſermon: return therefore, my lord, 
to that meridian in which you ſhine, 


and beftow thoſe compliments on the 


lady with your -ſiſter Lady Violette, 
who will receive them with a better "% 


« Miſs Staunton, boſom friend to 
Violette:—ſhe is worth half a million 
of money to purchaſe a title from 

thoſe 
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292 HEEEN SINCLAIR: 
' thoſe who are 0 e to nen 


it. | | 
They were Po 1% Lal 
Violette s coming towards them; who, 


after ſtedfaſtly regarding her brother, 
ſaid, what a happy fellow you 
are, Mortimer! a &te-8-tete is the moſt 
agreeable thing in the world ; and all 


the rage to night. I ſhould not 


have been ſo cruel to interrupt it, 


but I want you to go to Ranelagh. 
And though Stafford, who is the 
greateſt quiz imaginable, will accom- 


_ pany us, my old father is ſo parti» | 
cular, I ſhall never hear the laſt of i 1 -” 


if you don't attend us.” 


Perhaps, Violette, 7 man inter- 


rupt a ele- d- tete. | 5 


* Poh, poh, that is not to the 5 


3 "IE all buch unſociable 5 
THER > I 


e eee 300 
things Averilla, and I, are dying for 
your company, and you cannot be ſo 
ungallant as to refuſe her. It is near 
twelve, and time we were gone.“ 
Since you wiſh it, Tl attend you. 
Go and acquaint my mother of your | 
plans, and I will follow you into the 
card-room, where ſhe is.” ET 
„We depend upon you.“ With 
theſe words her ladyſhip walked away. 
« T inſiſt on your not ſtaying here,“ 5 
ſaid Helen, a little piqued. Lady | 
Violette is jealous of an attention, 
I aſſure you ill-beſtowed, and which 
had far rather diſpenſe with.” Y 
«* You are very cruel, very unkind; 2h 
is your heart then invulnerable ? and 
does not any. of that tenderneſs I read 
in your countenance dwell there?“ 
But I will bid you farewell, and go to 
5 dragged round and round that 
eircle of faſhion, by a ſet of beings, 
0 9 whos 


ig HELEN SINCLAIR: 

whoſe words, whoſe actions y unregu- | 

lated by one ſpring of nature, can 

afford 1 but ſatiety, and dif- 5 

_ 5 . „ 
In Mifs Staunton's company 

farely you'll meet only pleaſures— 

what can flatter you more, than to hear 

a lady is dying for you?? 

ZE II wiſh,” cried he haſtily « The 
5 were dead, then ſhe would ceaſe to - © 
_ eorment me. | 

= Ho malicious! here ſhe comes, 

FF — however; and as I wiſh not to be con- 

fidered an encroacher on your party, 

Tu bid you good night.” Helen 
| withdrew to another part af the room, 

55 and immediately after, Mortimerjoin- | 

ad the ladies. _ ; af 5 

_ By a little after one, the rooms were 

2 * All empty, and the novelty of the ſcene 

+ 3 oY 5 : ſhe had e n deb | converſation a 
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Tm E appearance F. the e He- | 


len, in all the blaze of beauty, in fo 
elegant a circle, where ſhe attracted 
general notice, had ever ſince haunted 


Lady Montgomery. Her pride could 
not have been more effectually hum 
. bled, than by the conduct of Lady 


Olivia. Her rage ſhe determined to 
«retort 'on Helen. On her arrival at 
home, ſhe repeated to her lord, the 
indignity with which ſhe had been 
treated; and inſiſted on his reſenting 
it, by not only putting a ſtop to He- 


len's acquaintance with lady Olivia, 
but on removing her to a diſtance. 


- Lord Mon tgomery, who felt the 


odium of ſuch unreaſonable conduct 


would be reflected only on himſelf, 
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296 HELEN SINCLAIR: 
poſitively refuſed any ſuch compli- 
ance. © I am willing, Lady Mont- 
gomery,” ſaid he, © to forbid all in- 
tercourſe between Miſs Sinclair and 
my family, becauſe I am apprehenſive 
of the conſequences; but to change 
her abode, without affigning any cauſe, 
and deny her the acquaintance of 
Lady Olivia Villiers, would be to 
"forbid, what I could not perhaps pre- 
vent; neither, conſidering the little in- 
"tereſt I have taken in her, have I a 
night to demand it. Lady Olivia 
Villiers's father, Lord d' Willoughby, 
was the intimate friend of my bro- 
ther. Her ladyſhip alſo knew him 
well: therefore, though by accident 
alone ſhe can have met with Miſs 
Sinclair, it is neceſſary, inſtead of pre- 
- venting, weaccelerate anacquaintance, 
which it would be to our diſhonour 
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. POTEN was filenced, 
but not ſatisfied: ſhe forgot, perhaps, 
that malice, though ingenious at in- 
vention, was not always ſure in its 
attack; and that the poiſon. ſhe at- 
| tempted to diffuſe, might return, with 
| deepened venom, into her own boſom. 

Lady Agnes heard her mother's 
attack upon Helen 1n filence. Lady. 
Violette was not preſent ; nor had ſhe 
even aſked with whom her brother 
was converſin g. at 

Helen in the meantime was happy 
at N Olivia's. She felt indeed re · 
luctant to return home, and the next 
morning, at breakfaſt, it ſeemed agif 
her ladyſhip gueſſed her thoughts, 
: for ſhe ſaid with infinite cindneſs, If | 
| you are not tired, 1 your 

new quarters, I have a propoſal to 
make, and you muſt oblige me? | 
. 9 3 N How = 


mantua- maker was 
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* How ea can ] refuſe your 1 | 17 
ſhip any rat; what is it?? 

e you don't leave me this 
week. It i is many years fince I was at 
4 maſquerade. The whim for gaiety 


has ſeized me; J want to infect my 


young friend, to whom a little of it 
will do good. 1 expect my brother 
Lord d' Willoughby, in town to din- 
ner; often have I told him his gravity 
would become the cloth. Therefore, 


he ſhall go in the character of a coun- 


try parſon ; you as his daughter ; "Wy 
the Mamma.” „%% I I6 

Delighted with the ſeheine, ſhe 
readily gave into it. Her ladyſhip's 
nt for, and a 
piece of filver muſhn given, to make 
up for Helen. 1 5 

About two, 
was announced. / bo 
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little more than forty, with an addreſs, 5 
and manner, that carried a favourable 


introduction to all. He was affable, 
good humoured, and diſplayed ſtrong 
ſenſe, untinctured by oftentation. 


His mind ſaddened by a diſappoint- 
ment he had met with in early life, 
poſſeſſed a degree of tenderneſs that 
made it ſimilar to his ſiſter's; and in 
| their general manner, they were much 
- alike. His introduction to Helen 
was ſuch, as to diſpoſe him to give 


her all reſpe& ; and they ſat down to 
a very focial dinner, where chearful- 


neſs and eaſe prevailed. At nine 
o'clock, they equipt themſelves for the 


maſquerade. When Helen appeared 


in a beautiful dreſs of filver muſlin, - - 

made to fall back in the boſom, with © 
through her luxuriant hair, in 

| «Ce moſt. 


„ 
85 ®: 2 * 


i 


A & . 


Ee * 
y * . 


1 + Els & 7s 
7 Toke d % 


- 200 


HELEN SINCLAIR: | 
melt whimſical becoming manner, 
and diſplayed it to the utmoſt ad- 


vantage. She had never worn fea- 
thers, and would fain have been ex- 


cuſed, but Lady Olivia would place 
two in her bandeau, to render her 
Neither would ſhe 


dreſs complete. | 
allow her maſk to conceal the lower 
part of her face, for the vermilion of 


her mouth was beautiful, and her 
Seb poliſhed like ivory. 
A little before twelve, they entered 


the Opera Houſe. The gay confu- 
ſion of the ſcene abaſhed Helen, till 


conſcious it was impoſfible to be 


known, ſhe. acquired courage, and an- 


ſwered with quickneſs to the bumber- : 


leſs queſtions ee 
Why don't you leave that de- 


mure old dog,“ ſaid a pert young : 
. AImpiog on one leg, and 
„ 525 GEE _ enliſt 
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enliſt wider my banners? huzza, and 
victory for every! 
After a hot campaign, than! res 
turned lord d'Willoughby, pointing 
to his leg; © a wife would be a trou- 
bleſome commodity in the field af | 
battle.” 5 
. wonder, pation," ' cried a 
mino, you would bring your ite 
and daughter (ſuch I preſume they 
are) to ſo diffipated a ſcene; an't᷑ you 

afraid of its corrupting their morals??? 


« Their morals are not more ſteady gg 


than their hearts are good ; . neither 


can be corrupted by ſuch a diſplay f 


folly: ſhewn them to convince them 
what they would not Wg the 
luxury and vice of the age.” 55 
Ol its vices I can ſay little. If 
we ſought them not, fewer would feel 
chile influence. Its luxuries none 
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know: better by experience than the 


clergy. I'd however adviſe you, as a 
friend, to take care of your lovely 
daughter, for J feel half inclined to. 


u ama with her.“ | 
A Sultan now approached . 


0 dreſs was not more magnificent 
than the whole of his deportment was 
elegant, and commanding. He was 
quite alone; and after earneſtly regard- 


ing Helen, advanced towards her. 
Never, in the whole of my em- 


pire, exclaimed he with energy, be- 
held I any one half fo lovely. From 

wuence have you emerged, to excite 

contention among the men, and envy 


in the women? Tired of my Seraglio, 


1 wander'd to your country, to find a 


* 


Sultana, wort hy to ſhare the honours of 


my throne. Curioſity led me to this 


_ 3 and here, charming a 


LF 45 0 
| allo = 
> 2 . : 


allow the moſt mighty Emperor of 


the Eaſt to be the e of yu 
Mak: 

« Abate not, mighty Sir, returned 
Helen, © your conſequence, in talking 


to one who will not be your ſlave ; for 


know, I am a free born woman, pronder 
of that, than all pomp and „ Gran 
eaſtern monarchs can beftow,”* - 

Well, but if I 
der my Seraglio 
I ſtudy to make you happy, would 


you not ſtudy to deſerve my love ? * 


want a friend, ar Prove but 


to me a Roxalana, and IR not be un- 
_ grateful for the favour; only let me 
ſee your face—it mult be as angelic as 
your perſon.” . 4 

Jou are aocuſtommerl. Sir, to r 
| 5 be flattered; tis the only language 
Mo to _ ear» My frankneſs 
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5 would prove as diſagreeable as my 
face, were you to ſee it, is deceiving.“ 
Caprice and fancy decide all; 
ſhew me your face then ?” 5 
I!)!be voice now firſt ſtruck Helen 
* x that ſhe knew it. The vehemence of . | 
| manner, was Lord Mortimer; and this 
| knowledge determined her to avail 
A 1 herſelf of it. | „ 
1 = That caprice does decide all with 
1 if J Ea Saks I believe. Make me your friend, 
ili you are wiſe; your miſtreſs I will [2 
E „ never be.“ e 
bl 5 1 devote myſelf to you alone, 
1 the whole of my empire ſhall pay you | 
. 8 1 8 Sir, what you my 
WEE not perform. eee 
= "rent and liberty; you would make me feel 
the difference ſeverely.” © 
ou know not who I am?” in- 
5 Bret 8 quired _ a 
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4 NQVEL. „ 
quired he eagerly, forgeting at. the OY 
moment his aſſumed character“. 

% You are my ſuperior, and fate 
has placed a diſtance betwixt us, 
that e. it impoſſible I ſhould be 
yours.“ 


Do you ſpeak fincerely? 


5 


« As T think.” | . 

« Tell me who you are, what incot- _ 
 fiftent being at once ſo teaſing, yet ſo 
enchanting; that while you ſeduce my |, 


heart, you torture it with wretthed-_ 

weſs.”” | 

_ 4a: Tell you who 1 am, would 

break at once the enchantment. 

Lou'll probably ſee me again, and 

though I am not what 1 perſonate, 5 
I ſet at nought your empire; yet!!! Þþ 
ſhall be Dappy to be your — — i 

adieu!“ V 
1 We part not 1 belive 1 me. 7 2 api 
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2 | . . ' Promiſe to be my guardian atge! ; and 
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> © with a form ſo divine, wear not a heart 
%% 


Beſides, your heart, 
inflamed by a momentary paſſion, 
muſt be a volatile, as the love you 


= | . be more ſecure. 


-profeſs. 


1 convince you it is ſo © 
_— What do you know n 1 
V oe 
% And will you not liſten to me?” 
1 A thouſand cireumſtances for- 
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young lady, by 
it generally - contains 


2 Don't be led away, y 
__ à fine outſide: 


4 
. | | 
1 ö 4 


2 dhallow ſubſtance. Come under my 
4 correction, and J will teach you fim- 


3 ED "4 Plicity and truth, though now. out of 
EW . 3 faſhion; 3 


When next we meet, PI | 


OY of 


Our cou 


A NOVEL wy 
faſhion; they are only to be found 
under the plaineſt garment. Har'kee; 


parſon ; you don't mean to ſell your 
daughter to that infidel, I hope? 


If you do, you ought to be us to 


the gallies 855 


« Not for ten thouſand chequins. 

« That's right. I wiſh none f 
thoſe outlandiſh beings would infeſt 
try. A ſcattered nation tends | 


only to corruption. 
«A young Highlander W 
them: By my troth, laſſie, ye look 
na as tho ye needed correction. 


8 Leave that furly carle, and let us . 


the merry dancers.“ 


>>© Daughter,“ cried Lord de Wil. 


Joughby, '** I cannot truſt you with a 


5 ſtranger: I had OY you did not 


dance at nw” 128 
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208 HELEN SINCLAIR: + 
By what right does the miniſter 
detain ye?” 

„By the authority, the d bs 
has over me; neither would I chooſe. 
to quit my party.“ 

Haut awa; ming him not. 'T ho 
cuſtoms of England are not ſo preciſe. 
Or does your uncle, Lord Mont- 
gomery, take upon himſelf the cha- 
racter of a miniſter, to watch ye more 
Geely ©. 1 

Lord Montgomery !” faid He- 
Jew; „Lord Montgomery!“ cen 

the Sultan, in ſurgri ae. 
5 =: In troth, it was an unka meeting 
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does he mean? 
More than 1 comprehend.” 5 
When a young lady, cried the 
Highlander, forgetting his Scotch, 
« affects to prefer ſeeluſion, tis ſel 
2 without a.caple?? . 
Then, Madam,” cried the Sul- 


2 


* 
x 


i; in a tone of diſpleaſure, be the 


honours I tendered you. of my empire 
you diſdained, from not having a heart 
to beſtow. 5 — 
FF Don' t infer that, | mighty Sultan 
ſaid. the Highlander ; 3 © ſuch an alli- 
ance would gratily the pride of he 
ambitious. uncle.“ Ee x £5 
And what, Sir,” demanded bn 


 havghtily, 1 dq you kan of him, or 


7 » 


6 We come not han” | tec 
Lord de Willoughby, _ for conten= 


my — the diſputans to them- 
ſelves.“ 5 

« Do you know by whom, i in the. 

character of the Sultan, you are ad- 

dreſſed ? ſaid Lady Olivia. N 
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« Yes; Lord Mortimer. I am 
ſorry he has diſcovered me, as I could | 
carried. on my joke with him.“ 
gain he was at her fide. And 
"as they were adjourning to the ſupper- 
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ttended them thither ; but 
was abſent, angry, and fi- 

Once or twice he attempted to 
engage in converſation ; but what 4 
| had heard of Helen awakened: all 
Bis jealouſy. and oecupied All his 
=thoughts. He broke from them ſud - 
© denly, and ſcarcely wiſhing her good 
night, returned home, where he vainly 
n to * Helen. 
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& NOVEL 217 
She; perplexed by the ſtrange ad · 
Ho of the Highlander, explained to 


Lady Olivia her acquaintance with / 
Gordon, though ſhe could not 


* 


but feel chagrined, as ſhe ſaw Morti- 
mer had received ſome diſagreeable 
impreſſions in her favour, which ſhe 
dremed it beneath her to diſpel. 
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